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ROVING REPORTER 
Paul McMullan - 9 Merville Street, Concord West 2138 
Ph (02) 9743 6331 
Email: pmpaulmcmullan@gmail.com 

 
 
 

 
FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK 
Christmas is almost upon us and shortly after we 
have another Reunion Weekend. It is just around 
the corner again this will be our 76th. I have 
included the usual booking slip further into the 
newsletter for you to order your tickets. Please be 
mindful of the cut off date. 
Since the last newsletter we have had several of 
our Committee members resign either due to ill 
health or for personal reasons therefore I would like 
to remind everyone that at the AGM on Sunday 9th 
March 2014 we will be electing a new OFA 
Committee, we hope to see a lot of people attend 
the meeting so you can put your views and ideas 
forward.  
Finally I would like to take this opportunity to wish 
you all a very merry, happy and healthy Christmas 
and New Year and thank you for sharing your news 
and stories over the past year. 
 
Ed 
 

 

 
 
 
PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
Hi to all Old Fairbridgians and families. 
It is with mixed feelings that I present this report 
and admit to finding it difficult to put in writing my 
concern as to the future of our Association. 
Following the retirement of long serving 
Secretary/Treasurer Laurie Field earlier in the year 
due to ill health, I also regrettably have to report the 
resignation of another long serving Committee man 
and past President John Harris. Both Laurie and 
John have notched up well over 40 years each as 
members of our executive, and along with past 
President Dennis Silver, have been the backbone 
of the OFA and certainly in my opinion, “The 
cement that has held the bricks together” for near 
on half a century. Their efforts were rewarded 
many, many years ago when each was granted Life 
Membership of the OFA, something I know they are 
extremely proud of, as well they should be. 

Our long serving “Photo Stand Committee” of Beryl 
and Jim Reid have also resigned due to ongoing 
health issues.  Jim also was rewarded with a Life 
Membership several years ago for his dedication in 
cataloguing and digitalising the vast collection of 
Fairbridge photos, and along with Beryl handled the 
sales and distribution to our members. 
At the AGM in March 2013, Brian Kirkby, the 
Webmaster for The Old Fairbridgians, Molong 
website, agreed to accept the role of Acting 
Secretary, while Sandra Moriarty agreed to be 
Acting Treasurer. Nominations for both of these 
positions will be called for along with all other office 
bearers at the AGM on Sunday, 9th March, 2014.  
(See details for 76th Reunion elsewhere in 
Newsletter). I doubt I need to emphasise the 
importance of attending the AGM, suffice to say the 
future of our Organisation is what it is about! 
I would, at this point, like to sincerely thank all 
Committee members for your support and efforts 
and I look forward to a successful 76th Reunion and 
AGM in 2014. 
Having just recently returned from Ireland and the 
UK, courtesy of The British Government’s FRF, 
where Sandra and I were fortunate to meet my 80 
year old Sister, Eileen, for the first time!! Also a 
niece, Kerry, the daughter of another Sister, Anna, 
aged 75 years, who unfortunately we did not get to 
meet as she has buried her childhood  for reasons 
best not explained.( Long, long story). 
Eileen was eventually tracked down and contacted 
by The Child Migrants Trust who also set up the 
reunion for us and even volunteered to have a 
Councillor with us, although after discussing that 
with Eileen we both felt we were OK by ourselves, 
which we were. Again a very emotional time but a 
lot more pieces of the puzzle now in place so very 
grateful to all who made it possible. 
Also visited with other family on my Father’s side in 
Sittingbourne and also Tralee, County Kerry, 
Ireland, along with heaps of rel’s on my mother’s 
side in Stokenchurch. One of the highlights in 
Ireland was we were there for the week long annual 
festival called The Rose Of Tralee. 
Whilst in the UK we visited with Julia and Peter 
Futcher,(nee Buswell) in Sittingbourne, and my old 
mate Don and Shirley Wood in Portslade, which is 
down near Brighton in the South. Don was in our 
party when we arrived in Sydney on September 30, 
1951 en route to Fairbridge. Spent three days as 
right royal guests and Don and I managed to “swap 
a few lies” along the way! 

http://www.oldfairbridgians.org/
mailto:pmpaulmcmullan@gmail.com


 

 

 

 
The Old Fairbridgians’ Association – Molong  www.oldfairbridgians.org      November 2013 

4 

While on the subject of The Family Restoration 
Fund, as far as I am aware the fund is still open so 
the advice we are passing on is if you are planning 
on going, get your application in even if you do not 
have a date set yet. There appears to be conflicting 
information as to how much longer the Fund will 
run. 
Again we would be interested in any “feed back” of 
anybody’s trip, and The Child Migrants Trust would 
also appreciate “feed back”. 
For any enquiries re the FRF, contact The Child 
Migrants Trust: 
 

169 Riversdale Road 
Hawthorn Melbourne Vic 3122 

Tel  03 9815 2022 
Email: cmtfrf@aol.com 

 
In closing, to any OF’s not enjoying the best of 
health, we wish you well. On behalf of your 
Executive Committee, I wish all OF’s and families a 
very merry Xmas and may 2014 be kind to you 
 
Derek Moriarty 
President 
 

 

 
 
 
JEANETTE BRADFIELD 
It is with much sadness we report the passing of 
Jeanette Bradfield, wife of former Fairbridge 
Foundation Chairman Dr K.N.E (Bill) Bradfield OBE, 
D. Phil, (Oxford), B.Sc, B. Eng, (Sydney) FPE Aust. 
(Bill passed away in 2006). 
Bill, you may recall, was a member of the Fairbridge 
Council for 24 years (Chairman for 9 years) until he 
retired on the 22nd of May 2001. 
Our Association was honoured by the attendance of 
Bill and Jeanette at the 46th Reunion dinner and 
AGM at “Strathaven”, Wyong in March 1984. 
It was Bill who brought about a much closer working 
relationship between Old Fairbridgians and the 
Council which has proved to be of mutual benefit to 
all concerned. 
Both Bill and Jeanette volunteered many years 
back to take on the onerous task of sorting and 
distributing copies of the files of former Old 
Fairbridgians when requested, with, of course, the 
assistance of The Foundation’s Secretary. 
Our condolences have been passed onto the 
family. 

 
Derek Moriarty 
President 
 
 

 
 
FROM THE ACTING SECRETARY’S DESK. 
Hi everyone. It has been honour to serve in the 
Acting position since you appointed me back in 
March 2013; I have found it quite enjoyable as it 
enables me to contribute to the functioning of the 
OFA.   
I must say thank you to Sandra Moriarty though for 
putting her hand up to be the Acting Treasurer, this 
action took a lot of the pressure of me. Also thanks 
to our President Derek and Margaret Piercy for 
there valued support. The distance between us 
interstate has not been a problem, thanks to 
computers.  
  I am prepared to nominate again at our next AGM 
in March 2014. 
 I must add that Laurie’s comprehensive files and 
data given to me on handover, has aided 
enormously in the task.      Thank you Laurie.  
The Committee has had 2 meetings this year, one 
in April and the other in August.  Outcomes from 
these meetings resulted in a Sub Committee being 
formed to determine the status of the artifacts and 
most importantly the photographs held in the 
Molong Historical Museum. This issue has been a 
concern for while now, and David Hill, will give a 
report on the matter at the next meeting, in 
February 2014. 
The Remembrance Drive of Trees at Molong is 
another concern, due to the continual theft of 
plaques.  The maintenance of the trees however is 
not concern as the Molong beautification committee 
does a fine job there. Ian Bayliff has offered to 
photograph and eventually put on our website all 
the donor trees. Gwen Cole has also assisted here 
in a survey recently. 
I have to acknowledge the efforts in the past of 
John Harris in his work to ensure the continual 
ongoing success of this Remembrance Drive, John 
recently resigned from the committee, but his 
legacy will live on. 
Another matter, which was raised at the committee 
meeting in August, was the RSL Honour Board at 
Molong. The Sub committee will research and 
report back if any names have in error been omitted 
from this board. 
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I look forward to meeting you all again at the 
Reunion in March 2014. 
 
Brian Kirkby 
Acting Secretary. 
 

 

 
NOTICE OF MEETING - 76TH ANNUAL 
GENERAL MEETING 2014. 
Notice is given that the 76th Annual General 
Meeting of the Old Fairbridgians Association - 
Molong will be held at the Orange Ex-Services Club 
Ltd. Anson St, Orange NSW on Sunday 9th March 
2014, commencing at 10.30am. 
 
The business of the meeting will be as follows. 
 

 To confirm the Minutes of the 75th Annual 
General Meeting, March 2013. 

 To receive and confirm the Annual 
Financial Report for 2012 / 2013. 

 To appoint an Honorary Auditor for 2013/ 
2014. 

 To elect to the positions of President, Vice 
President, Secretary, Treasurer, Minute 
Secretary, and a minimum of four elected 
members. All of which must be financial or 
Honorary Life Members of the OFA. 

 To conduct any other business matters 
allowable under the Constitution of the 
OFA for an Annual General Meeting. 

 
It should be noted that only financial, Honorary or 
Life Members are allowed to register a vote at the 
AGM.  
Proxy forms for this meeting are available from the 
Acting Secretary, Brian Kirkby. 
By order of the Executive Committee Old 
Fairbridgians Association - Molong NSW. 
 
Brian Kirkby 
Acting Secretary 

 
 
WEBSITE UPDATE - ‘oldfairbridgians.org’ 
Hi Everyone. This website had been up and running 
now for a little over 2 years, it has been set up 
primarily for the all the OF’s who attended the 
Fairbridge Farm School at Molong. This was an 
initiative of the OFA committee, following a 
donation by David Hill. The technical support for the 
site is done by Russell Wyatt in Norwich, UK. 

The website has a Home page, Events, Vale, 
Contacts, Rob Spot, Gallery and Fairbridge Tales. 
Stories in Fairbridge Tales have of late been 
contributed by Ian Morrison, Michael Pass, and 
myself. 
It is pleasing to note that some listings on the Vale 
section are enabling some family members, mainly 
from overseas, to learn of the passing of relatives 
and to reconnect with other family members. The 
site has also enabled OF’s to express their views 
on the Fairbridge Scheme. 
Problems have occurred with the insertion of 
Facebook pages by some OF‘s on the site. 
Facebook pages are really not suitable for any of 
the categories. Please do not post them. 
More information is still sought for the Vale section 
for some of the deceased members. Some entries 
still contain only 2 to 3 lines. Please assist here by 
posting on the site or emailing 
kirkby@senet.com.au 
 
Regards to all from the Committee. 
 

 

 
 
 
TREASURERS REPORT 
I can advise everyone that the 76th Reunion Dinner 
tickets go on sale as soon as you receive this 
newsletter. You will find the booking slip on page 11 
of the newsletter.  Also attached at the back of the 
newsletter is the Old Fairbridgians Association – 
Molong Financial Statement to the 30th June 2013. 
 

76TH REUNION DINNER DETAILS 
Saturday 8th March Evening: 
 

 7.00pm for 7.30pm – 76th Reunion 
Dinner in the Kakoda Room, Orange 
Ex-Services’ Club Ltd, 231-243 
Anson Street, Orange NSW, 

 Cost $45-00 per head, 

 Drinks available at the bar for normal 
prices from 7.00pm, 

 Lucky door prizes, 

 Raffle to be conducted during the 
evening. 

 
To purchase tickets please complete the booking 
slip and send it together with a cheque or Money 
Order to: 
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Sandra Moriarty 
Acting Treasurer 
Old Fairbridgians Association - Molong 
46 Holborn Street 
BERKELEY NSW 2506 
 

PLEASE NOTE - ALL BOOKINGS CLOSE 
ON FRIDAY 14TH FEBRUARY 2014 

 
 

ALL TICKETS ARE NON-REFUNDABLE 
 

Sunday 9th March 
10.00am 
Arrive at the Moresby Room, Orange Ex-Services’ 
Club Ltd, Anson Street, Orange NSW for those 
wishing to pay Annual Subscriptions. All attendees 
are required to sign OFA Attendance Book. 
 
10.30am 
76th Annual General Meeting of the Old 
Fairbridgians’ Association- Molong. See notice of 
Meeting appearing in this Newsletter. 
At the conclusion of the meeting please feel free to 
purchase your own lunch. The Club has several 
places where you can purchase meals, such as the 
All Seasons Coffee Lounge or the Diggers 
Brasserie. 
Note: Accommodation. 
If you require accommodation over the Reunion 
weekend you will have to make your own 
arrangements.  Also please bear in mind that 
Orange is a very popular place for functions and 
particularly so on weekends, so make sure you 
book well in advance. 
The Templers Mill Motel, Byng Street, Orange NSW 
(owned by and adjacent to the Orange Ex-Services’ 
Club Ltd. Ph (02) 6362 5611) is prepared to assist 
you with accommodation if you get in early. 
 
Sandra Moriarty 
Acting Treasurer 
 
 

 
 
PHOTO STAND COMMITTEE 
Just letting you all know that Jim and I will not be 
standing for the Photo Stand Committee at next 
years annual general meeting, due to health 
problems and changes to the photo display at the 
Molong Museum. We would like to thank every one 

who has purchased photos videos and discs of 
Fairbridge. We would also like to thank everyone 
who has donated photos. There are still some not 
displayed yet but are safely being looked after. We 
have enjoyed our time on the committee and hope 
that the work we have done has helped preserve 
the history of Fairbridge Farm Molong 
Beryl and Jim Reid 
 

 

 
 

 
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
JOHN & DUREL HARRIS 
Dallas, Texas. Visiting Reg Miller and Lyn, Doug 
Miller and Anne Miller 
My brother Colin, wife Gale, my wife Deral and I left 
Sydney on 8 April this year aboard a Qantas A380 
where we transited in Los Angeles (LA). Those of 
you who not been to the USA in the past 18 months 
will not be pleased to know all the domestic carriers 
are now charging $US20.00 for each item going 
into the planes hold on each leg of your trip within 
the USA. I guess at least you earn some points on 
your Amex card. We changed aircraft in LA for Las 
Vegas where we spent 4 nights at the MGM Grand 
Hotel - Casino helping to boost the local US 
economy. We arrived in Dallas in the evening of 
Friday 12 April. This was our first trip to Dallas and 
the flight was uneventful and went according to 
schedule. Our accommodation was in downtown 
Dallas at the Fairmont Hotel and should you choose 
to visit here we highly recommend this hotel. We 
visited the JFK Memorial Museum plus other places 
within the Market town area. There is not a major 
shopping area in this downtown area, with the 
exception of the very up market Neiman Marcus 
department store. The prices in this store are north 
of David Jones’ and the fashion products are 
usually exclusive to this retailer. This will probably 
be a big disappointment for the ladies reading this 
newsletter. Getting around is simple within Dallas 
using their excellent bus service and Dart tram 
system enabling you to do your serious shopping in 
the suburbs. On Saturday 13 April we travelled by 
taxi to meet up with Reg, Lyn, Doug and Anne for 
dinner at a terrific Tex-Mex restaurant about 5 km 
from our hotel. The food was fantastic and after 
being well satisfied with our meal we adjourned to 
an Irish pub conveniently located opposite the 
restaurant which we later discovered was their local 
watering hole. It is nearly 5 years since meeting up 
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with Reg and Lyn in Orange but some 58 years 
since I have seen Doug and we had not met his 
wife Anne, and this was indeed a pleasure. It was a 
very exciting and convivial environment for us to 
meet up with OFs outside of Australia after such a 
long time and in their home town. 
We had a fabulous BBQ lunch at Doug and Anne’s 
home with the Texas meat as expected being first 
class. Reg arrived with about 5 different packs of 
local beer all of which were as one would expect 
consumed with gusto by all the boys. I mentioned to 
some OFs prior to leaving Oz that I was looking 
forward to trying their well known local beer “Lone 
Star”. Reg gave me one to try, thank you Reg you 
were correct it is dishwater compared to the other 
local beers we tried and enjoyed. Anne and Doug 
have a great shopping mall not to far from their 
home known as Galleria Dallas and it contains 
some of the major US retailers eg. Nordstrom, 
Macys, Banana Republic etc and the prices are all 
very competitive. At the entrance to the mall is the 
spacious Grand Lux Café a very well furbished 
place with impeccable service. We had morning 
tea/coffee there and Anne ordered a deep fried dish 
that resembles donuts in texture except these were 
spherical, far tastier and served with cream and 
conserves on the side. We were so impressed by 
the Grand Lux Café we returned there for lunch 
where another great meal was enjoyed by all. On 
one of our Dart tram trips we visited Mockingbird 
Shopping Centre located adjacent to the 
Mockingbird tram station. Our grand daughter will 
be the beneficiary of some very nice “GAP” summer 
clothes this year. We said our goodbyes on the 
Sunday to our wonderful hosts and thanked them 
for their incredible generosity and hospitality. We 
trust one day Reg, Lyn, Doug and Anne will visit OZ 
be it to Southern River WA with Colin and Gale or 
with us at Forresters Beach NSW, maybe both 
states, where we will do our best to ensure a good 
time is had by all.  
On Tuesday 16 April the four of us left for Dallas-
Fort Worth airport, this place is enormous and 
makes Sydney airport seem very insignificant by 
comparison. We board our flight having paid 
another $US20.00 each for our bags to be placed in 
the hold and onto New York for 4 nights at the 
Novotel Hotel Times Square. We found US food 
and alcohol prices far less than at home. We parted 
company in New York on 20 April with Colin and 
Gale heading for the USA West Coast. Deral and I 
headed for Europe. We met up again on 11 May at 
the Pathumwan Princess Hotel Bangkok for 4 

nights. Leaving Bangkok at 1825h on the 15th May 
the temperature was 38c. It was great to be home 
on 16 May at 0605h but a shock to the system 
where the outside temperature in Sydney was a 
chilly 6c. Fortunately our son Stuart was at the 
airport to meet us and deliver us safely home. 
Cheers 
John Harris 

 
 
BILLY HALL -  
Hello to you both .have just started to use my new i-
pad. Had to tell you how small a world we live in. I 
was at a funeral in Melbourne and met a stranger at 
the church he said he came from Wellington I said I 
grew up near there at Molong he said my family 
used to go to Fairbridge to pick up kids for the 
weekend and one was John Brookman. We were 
both shearing around Hay and Ivanhoe at the same 
time but never met. All the best to you both take 
care 
Billy Hall 
 

BILLY HALL –  
All is well .have decided to become a full time 
bludger and do a bit of looking around our great 
country. I plan on going over to Pommy land again 
in June. Just getting used to this contraption (Billy’s 
computer – Ed) it’s great when you get it right. All 
the best to you both. 
Billy Hall. 
Short story - I look after my granddaughter while 
Lisa (Billy’s daughter - Ed) works .I go to pick her 
up 7am and she won’t be in anything - grumpy. So I 
said to her when I was a young fella we had to have 
cold showers by now and one kid was your age 5, 
he didn’t want to get in so two boys were told to 
hold him under. My daughter said yeah dad a 100 
years ago. I got thinking its only 60 odd years 
hence old man. Ask Barney who the 5 year old 
was. 
Billy Hall. 

 
 
THE ROAD TO MOLONG  by Brian Kirkby 
Twelve thousand miles from Southampton Docks 
and 180 miles due west from Sydney’s Circular 
Quay lies the Fairbridge Farm School at Molong. 
The year is 1952, September in fact.  Twelve 
children sit cuddling together in the back of a Ford 
truck trying to keep warm.  Snow has been falling 
on the Western Highway near Bathurst, and the bus 
has broken down. 
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The children have just arrived from the green fields 
of England and are en route to Fairbridge Molong.  
Most of the children are from London or Newcastle 
on Tyne, and as they wait in the back of the Ford 
awaiting rescue from Molong, one 8 year old girl 
asks, “do you think we will die here?”. 
Help eventually arrives from Molong and the 
children continue their journey. Another shock 
awaits them as the truck turns up the Amarro Rd 
from the Micthell Highway; the Farm School itself.   
This is not as they imagined it would be, none of 
the grandeur of John Howard Mitchell House and 
the landscaped gardens, but a rugged, unimposing 
topography. A tight feeling, deep down in the gut 
worries some. The bus turns into the Farm School, 
past the hospital and Gloucester House and stops 
outside an imposing 2 story house, the Principals 
residence.     
“Hell, what is this place.” 
A figure of man appears six foot plus and the build 
to go with it. This is Kingsley Fredrick Woods, “The 
Boss”. He greets the children warmly and ushers 
them down to the Nuffield Hall for a hot drink. 
Some children arrive, to take the new charges to 
the own cottages, where they will live. The sight of 
the children clad in rough clothing and bare feet, 
does nothing to allay apprehension about the Farm. 
The new arrivals are of course clad in their 
gleaming, brand new uniforms, given to them at 
Knockholt. These uniforms will be taken off them, in 
the next few days. 
Two days have elapsed since their arrival and the 
new chums are settling in, the girl who uttered the 
remark about dying seems to have forgotten all 
about her experience in the bus, and is happily 
riding a black horse called Gypsy. 
Terry Barber (now deceased) was 13 at the time 
when he witnessed the children’s arrival. Terry was 
known to remark, “Those English kids. In the snake 
season they will even be afraid to walk in the 
paddocks.” 
Terry, who was known to his associates as Mule, 
was not always so quick to condemn the frailties of 
English kids. When he came to Fairbridge in 1948, 
he gained some notoriety and hence his nickname 
by frequently retiring to a corner from which he 
tearfully and stubbornly refused to move.  Four 
years at Molong changed all that for him.  He 
became an independent and resourceful young 
teenager. 
What became of the 12 children that came over the 
mountains in 1952, to a life so drastically different 
to what they had been used to in England?  What 

sort of a life did the young girl have, the one who 
was captured, by the joy of riding Gypsy? 
Thirty two children came in total to the Farm in 
1952, so there must have been two parties that 
year. In one of the parties was the Miller family of 
two boys and two girls including our very own Gwen 
Cole (nee Miller). I am sure there are some success 
stories to be told from that party. 
Perhaps some OF ‘s can tell us . 
Email Kirkby@senet.com.au if you would like to 
contribute. These stories could be posted on our 
Web site. 
Cheers  Brian Kirkby 

 
 
POLITICAL LEADERS AND THEIR POWER TO 
MAKE A POSITIVE AND LASTING IMPACT. 
A compassionate society – taking responsibility 
for past misguided policy, heals wound of the 
past. 
After a childhood spent in children’s homes, I 
arrived at Fairbridge Farm – Molong in 1950, aged 
11. I was molested that first day, and at night I 
curled up in my blanket, in the foetal position and 
cried. I cried because of fright, because of 
loneliness and because of an awareness of having 
been abandoned. Most of all, I cried for my mother 
who was far away in England, but who I couldn’t 
remember ever having seen. I resolved that night I 
would never shed another tear over my mother, and 
I would never make any effort to meet her. 
In 1989 I was one of the Child Migrants appearing 
in the Documentary ‘Lost Children of the Empire’. In 
the film, I spoke about the emotional deprivation at 
Fairbridge and included the words “I don’t 
remember one the whole time I was at Fairbridge 
that anyone ever put their arm around me, 
comforted me, shook my hand. I don’t remember it 
happening.” 
Also in 1989, Margaret Humphreys traced my 
mother and my sister Rita, who were both living in 
Liverpool, England. Margaret arranged a wonderful 
reunion with Rita, but I was adamant I would not 
meet my mother. Rita died some years later, while I 
was living in England, but I didn’t go to the funeral 
because I knew my mother would be there. 
After the Australian apology in Canberra, I was 
invited to go to England for the British apology. This 
meant a great deal to me, as I thought that an 
apology from my mother country included an 
apology from my mother. I decided it was now time 
to forget that first lonely night at Fairbridge, and I 
could not meet my mother. 

http://www.oldfairbridgians.org/
mailto:Kirkby@senet.com.au


 

 

 

 
The Old Fairbridgians’ Association – Molong  www.oldfairbridgians.org      November 2013 

9 

The apology in London differed greatly from the 
Australian one. It was organized with taste, 
sincerity, care and the deepest respect towards 
those of us who attended the event. There were 
many heartfelt speeches and the Child Migrants 
attending were allocated a special room, free of the 
press, where the Prime Minister, Gordon Brown, 
mingled, talking to anybody and listening to their 
stories.  
I found myself next to Gordon Brown who extended 
his hand to shake mine; totally unprepared I said 
the first thing that came into my mind. I thanked him 
for the apology and the opportunity to come to meet 
my mother for the first time. He asked me if I had 
ever met her, and I answered, “No, she died two 
weeks ago at the age of ninety-four.” At this point, 
sixty years later, I once again cried over the loss of 
my mother. The Prime Minister then did what I so 
missed as a Child Migrant, he shook my hand, 
comforted me, put his arm around me, and said “I’m 
sorry, so very sorry.” 
George Wilkins Melbourne 

 
 
JULIE FULCHER 
Hello Derek and Sandra, sorry we were unable to 
meet up whilst we were out in Oz, but Pete was 
really unwell when we arrived, he has had to see 
the Dr since we arrived back in the UK and is 
undergoing tests as yet nothing has been found . 
Despite it all we had a wonderful time, spent quite a 
lot of time with my brother in Sydney and went up to 
Orange to see Gwen and meet up with Janet Barby 
and Nyasa Holmes, then on the Melbourne to 
spend Christmas with my niece and her family, I 
cannot get used to the hot Christmas, when we left 
Melbourne to come home it was 42 degrees, too 
hot. Two days after we arrived back in the UK it 
started to snow, what a difference. 
My brother is not too well, he is due in hospital 
again to have more vein grafts. I think he regrets 
the first cigarette he ever smoked, his emphysema 
is quite severe, but I’m afraid it is too late now. 
Sorry again that we did not meet you while we were 
there. 
Best regards - Julie Fulcher 

 
 
ELLY GUNN Nee VLIEGENTHART (A.K.A. 
COTTAGE MOTHER MISS HART) 
In the early 1960’s I was, for a very short time a 
cottage mother to a great bunch of girls in Molong 
Cottage. 

When I look back on it now, it was me who had the 
privilege to keep an eye on them. 
Yes it wasn’t easy for the girls but for me also. I 
was very young and had a lot to learn. We would 
light the open fire at night, sing a song and talk 
about many things. I loved shampooing and cutting 
their hair. They thought it was great as well. 
I was not a fancy cook, but when I made a big pan 
of cakes everyone loved them.  
I have some very happy memories of Molong 
Cottage. 
In the May 2013 Newsletter were some very good 
comments made by Arthur Novis. Thank you Arthur! 
Roving reporter also making a real effort with his 
story. Thank you to all who make the Newsletter so 
readable. 
 
Yours sincerely 
Elly Gunn 

 
 
CECIL SMETHURST 
I am writing on behalf of Marie Smethurst who has 
been diagnosed with Dementia and is now in the 
full time care of a nursing home in Gosford.  She 
needs help with all the things that she does.  I visit 
her usually every second day. They have a village 
bus and she goes for a drive most days that the bus 
runs. 
I wish you all the best for the future 
Cecil Smethurst 

 
 
MIKE BUSWELL 
Sorry I have been slow but seem to spend more 
time in hospital since I stopped working. I do keep 
in touch with Julie Fulcher (nee Buswell), we ring 
each other weekly. I do like the newsletters, very 
interesting. 
Arthur Novis’s article last newsletter was very to the 
point and I agree with his sentiments. Fairbridge 
was hard on some but the majority survived and did 
well when they left. As Arthur has stated most staff 
had good hearts and did the best they could with 
what little support they had. 
Myself, I enjoyed my time at Fairbridge and often 
have old time chats with Julie. 
Regards to all 
Mick Buswell. 

 
 
LES & JOY ROBINSON 
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Not  having written to you before I must start by 
telling you that I am pleased to do so; but I have 
very  bad eyesight, and can’t spell for nuts – those 
facts being so, I am still very pleased to be an OF. 
It was my wife Joy and my good luck to live in 
Sydney and be a home that many of the boys and 
girls could use as a meeting place. We may be 
remembered for this if any of the Old OF’s are still 
alive.  
I would like to thank you for the good job you are 
doing for us. 
We are being very well looked after and for our age 
we are in pretty good nick. We are able to go for a 
good walk each morning and that is helping a lot. 
So good luck to you all – good health to you all – 
and here’s hoping some of the things you wish for 
come true. 
Tat Tar - Les and Joy 

 
 

  
 
 

Ha! Ha! Ha! 
Paddy was waiting at the bus stop with his mate 
when a lorry went by loaded up with rolls of turf.  
Paddy said, 'Im gonna do that when I win a lottery'. 
'What's dat ?', said his mate. 
'Send me lawn away to be cut', said Paddy. 
 
And there is this one: 
 
QUIZ FOR THE VERY BRIGHT 

This is a quiz for people who know everything!  
These are not trick questions. They are 

straight questions with straight answers. No 
cheating!!!! (Ed) 

Questions: 
1. Name the one sport in which neither the 

spectators nor the participants know the score 
or the leader until the contest ends 

2. What famous North American landmark is 

constantly moving backward? 

3. Of all vegetables, only two can live to 

produce on their own for several growing 
seasons. All other vegetables must be 

replanted every year. What are the only two 

perennial vegetables? 
4. What fruit has its seeds on the outside? 
5. In many liquor stores, you can buy pear 

brandy, with a real pear inside the bottle. The 

pear is whole and ripe, and the bottle is 

genuine; it hasn't been cut in any way. How 

did the pear get inside the bottle? 
6. Only three words in standard English begin 

with the letters ' dw' and they are all common 

words. Name two of them. 
7. There are 14 punctuation marks in English 

grammar. Can you name at least half of them. 
8. Name the only vegetable or fruit that is 

never sold frozen, canned, processed, cooked, 
or in any other form except fresh. 
9. Name 6 or more things that you can wear on 

your feet beginning with the letter 'S.' 
 
Answers 
 
1. The one sport in which neither the 
spectators nor the participants know the score 

or the leader until the contest ends: Boxing. 
2. North American landmark constantly 
moving backward: Niagara Falls .. The rim is 

worn down about two and a half feet each 

year because of the millions of gallons of 

water that rush over it every minute. 

3. Only two vegetables that can live to produce 
on their own for several growing seasons: 

Asparagus and rhubarb 

4. The fruit with its seeds on the 
outside:Strawberry 

5. How did the pear get inside the brandy 
bottle? It grew inside the bottle. The bottles 

are placed over pear buds when they are 

small, and are wired in place on the tree. The 

bottle is left in place for the entire growing 

season. When the pears are ripe, they are 

snipped off at the stems. 

6. Three English words beginning with dw: 

Dwarf, dwell and dwindle. 

7. Fourteen punctuation marks in English 

grammar: Period, comma, colon, semicolon, 

dash, hyphen, apostrophe, question mark, 

exclamation point, quotation mark, brackets, 

parenthesis, braces, and ellipses. 

8. The only vegetable or fruit never sold 

frozen, canned, processed, cooked, or in any 

other form but fresh: Lettuce 

9. Six or more things you can wear on your 

feet beginning with 'S': Shoes, socks, sandals, 

sneakers, slippers, skis, skates, snowshoes, 

stockings, stilts. 
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AREA REPRESENTATIVES’ REPORTS 
West Australia – Mike Walker 
Greetings from the Western Third (of the continent 
that is). 
Eve Bryason.  I could not contact her. When I rang 
all I got was the “Please check the number and try 
again”. I have not been able to verify if she has 
changed her address because when I contacted 
our Secretary Brian for her official address he was 
in America. So I do hope all is well with her. (The 
Committee has been advised that Eve has moved 
into a nursing home and is well – Ed) 
Les and Joy Robinson. They are usually in touch 
with Eve but also had no idea of the phone 
problem. Joy and Les are both doing well. It is now 
67 years of marriage and still going strong. They 
have a morning walk to start the day and Les has to 
visit the TAB to check that everything is well with 
them. (Joy said he does this a couple times a day) 
Les still plays his mouth organ when musicians 
visiting the village do a performance. He also joins 
in with a bit of harmony for some numbers. So all in 
all they manage to have a good time. Though Les 
reckons the cook could do with a little tuition to 
present better food to help him get to age 89! 
Brian and Cynthia Scott. They are living a quiet 
life when their visiting grandchildren allow. Cynthia 
is involved in a craft enterprise with others and she 
also minds the shop on different days according to 
the roster. Brian is having a hip operation soon 
which he hopes will give him encouragement and 
strength to get out and tend to things that have 
been left to their own devices. 
Alan and Lorraine Scotti. They too have 
grandchildren taking up a large part of their time 
just to keep them on their toes. They had a recent 
cruise up around spots like Bali, Lombok as well as 
the Kimberley coast visiting Broome, Geraldton and 
back to Perth. Alan is still cycling around when the 
weather permits but lately it has been unusually 
wet. 
Colin and Gail Harris. Unable to contact them 
recently but can only hope they are out and about 
enjoying themselves. Maybe they are visiting son 
Wayne and family in Queensland. Or maybe off on 
a holiday somewhere even more exotic? 
Glenys and I are still working part-time but there 
are no grandchildren to keep us busy. Glenys 
enjoys kindergarten teaching so much I cannot 
believe she will ever give it away. Mind you she has 
days when she feels she needs more energy and I 
am not surprised. I am on an “on-call” list and 
usually end up doing a couple of 6-hour morning 

shifts per week just to pay the bills. I still work with 
people with intellectual disabilities where there is 
local talk of privatising the scheme which is 
upsetting many especially those with big 
mortgages. I try to do a few events in my old car 
like the 3 day run to the country recently to visit 
other enthusiasts and those with collections. One 
collection was extraordinary. Rows of old stationary 
engines lovingly painted and gleaming along with 
old phones, radios and tools with one small shed 
filled with old sewing machines. One machine was 
an old Allen Motor Scythe that took me back to my 
time at Fairbridge and mowing the grass. Another 
former dairy farmer had a lot of tractors all lined up. 
One had a V8 engine which he started and shot up 
the road and back to impress us. There were a few 
Fergusons and they reminded me of the little grey 
tractor in the Fairbridge Vegetable garden and the 
antics we got up to working it. We also visited a 
cheese factory, winery a big dam in the area and 
the site of a former WWII internment camp as well 
as having some great meals with good company. 
I hope to get to the next reunion in March 2014 but 
we shall have to see how it all pans out.—Mike 
Walker 

 
 

 
 
 
Roving Reporter - Paul McMullan 
Paul has contacted the committee and advised that 
he is presently holidaying in Indonesia therefore is 
unable to provide a report but would like to wish 
you all a very merry Christmas and  a happy new 
year. He also said that he will be on the move again 
as soon as he gets home so by our next newsletter 
he will have a few stories to share.  
Ed for Paul. 
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BOOKING SLIP 
 

76TH REUNION DINNER – ORANGE NSW – 8th MARCH 2014 
Please return this booking slip with your cheque/money order etc. made payable to:- 

 
“OLD FAIRBRIDGIANS’ ASSOCIATION – MOLONG” 

Mail  to :- 
 
   Mrs  Sandra Moriarty - Treasurer 

OFA-Molong,  
46 Holborn St, 

   BERKELEY NSW 25 
 

 

 
   HOW MANY  COST EACH           TOTAL 
Saturday 
8th March 
REUNION DINNER   X  $45.00     = $___________ 

 
Your tickets will be forwarded to you by return mail. 

 
Name (Please print): ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ Post Code:_______________________ 

Date: ________________________     Telephone: ______________________________ 

 
 

DO NOT FORGET TO ATTACH YOUR REMITTANCE 

 
 

 

 

 
VALE 

 
It is with deep regret that we record the passing of: 

 

GILLES, Edwin Victor (Ted) of Parkes NSW – 21 August 2013 
GILLES, Shona Edwina of Forbes – 11 January 2009 

 

 

Our sincere condolences are afforded to all relatives and friends 
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