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FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK 
In March this year we celebrated our 76th Reunion Dinner at 
Orange Ex-services Club. All those who attended had a 
great time catching up and reminiscing about old times. We 
also had the Central Western Daily newspaper come and 
take photos of OFs for a small article that appeared in the 
paper a few days later.  
Also our new Committee is now in place and you will notice 
a few changes since our last elections. I would like to 
mention that nearly all past Committee members who have 
left their positions have been duly thanked and recognized 
with one exception. Our Roving Reporter Paul McMullen 
has resigned his position on the Committee due to ill health. 
We would like to extend our thanks, good wishes and a 
speedy recovery to Paul who has provided us with great 
stories and news from around the country as part of our 
Committee – Thank you Paul. 
There are photographs on our webpage that need to be 
captioned. If you recognize or know any of the faces in 
these photos, please advise our Secretary Brian. 
Those of you who access the OFA website will know that 
the newsletter is available and can be printed from the 
website. Please contact the OFA Committee if you would 
rather print your newsletter from the web than have it 
delivered by snail mail. 
Finally, a Collection Project has been established for the 
preservation of objects and photos from Fairbridge. If you 
have anything from Fairbridge that you are keeping we 
would like to have it catalogued, For all detail about this 
project please contact either Janet Barby or Sandra 
Moriarty who will give you all the details required. The 
objective of the project is to create a register of what has 
been kept from Fairbridge. There is a form at the back of 
the newsletter to complete and send to the Secretary, Brian 
Kirkby. 
.Ed 
 
 

 
 
 
PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
Hello once again to all OF’S, Associate Members, families 
and friends. Although the numbers were down on recent 
years, the recently held 76th Reunion, (see report 
elsewhere), was again a great opportunity to reminisce and 
swap a few “whoppers”.  
However the night passed so quickly that unfortunately I did 
not have time to chat with each and every one in 
attendance, even though I set myself that goal long before 
the evening began. As most of you are aware I don’t mind a 
bit of a chat, however as the saying goes “Time waiteth for 
no man” and before I realised it time had gone and we were 
on our way out. I must say fortunately I did get to catch up 

with several others at the conclusion of the AGM on 
Sunday.  
Was interesting, and I must say very pleasing, to have so 
many travel from not only inter-state but also from 
overseas.  
A brief breakdown shows as follows: Queensland - 4, 
Western Australia – 3, South Australia – 1, Victoria – 1, UK 
– 4, NZ -1. Additionally we had 4 “First timers” in Carol 
Sharpe, Fiona Scarlett and friend, (sorry Fiona I have 
forgotten your friend’s name...it’s an ageing thing), and 
Margaret, sister of Paul Ellis and Janet Barby, (nee Ellis), 
all of whom said they thoroughly enjoyed the weekend and 
were so pleased they had come.  
For those who could not make it, I feel the highlight of the 
evening was the presentation of Appreciation Plaques  
To both Laurie and John for their many years of service to 
The OFA, and a bouquet of flowers each to both Terry and 
Deral for their continued support of Laurie and John over 
the many years in their respective roles.  
Having served “my apprenticeship” on the OFA Committee 
under the guidance of these guys, and I must include our 
past President of many years Dennis Silver as another of 
my mentors, it has been an honour and a privilege to have 
worked alongside such dedicated officials.  
Of course that is not to say we always saw eye to eye, 
many a time we agreed to disagree! However, we all were 
and still are, doing our best to keep our Association strong 
and supportive of each other. With the help of you the 
members I am confident we can succeed.  
Which brings me to our Annual General Meeting of 2014, 
held Sunday March 9. What a pleasant surprise to see such 
an attendance, all early too I might add!  
Despite my fears of maybe struggling to fill all positions, it 
appears that the message we conveyed at the Dinner on 
Saturday evening proved to be the catalyst for a very well 
attended meeting and one where everyone took an active 
part.  
In congratulating all OF’s who have accepted a position on 
our Committee for the next two years, especially those 
joining for the first time, it would be remiss of me not to say 
a huge personal vote of thanks to the outgoing Committee. 
Your support and input has at all times been sincerely 
appreciated and has made my role as President so much 
easier.  
At the risk of omitting someone, I would like, on behalf of all 
our members, to extend a special vote of thanks to a 
special lady, our tireless Newsletter Editor Margaret, who 
apart from the great job she does with our two Newsletters 
each year, also plays a major role in organising our 
reunion. The little things that go unnoticed, such as acting 
as our go-between with the Orange Ex-Services Club, 
ordering tickets and Name Labels, sorting menus, 
allocating different responsibilities on the night including 
meet and greet at the door, raffle, lucky door prize, to name 
but a few !  
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Margaret has carried out these tasks without fear or favour 
and we are extremely grateful for her efforts.  
In concluding this part of my report I would once again like 
to emphasise that we are only too happy to accept 
feedback relating to the Reunion and AGM, be it good or 
bad. Remember if it’s “good” we are happy, although 
mindful that we can probably do better, while if it is “bad” 
we are still happy as we “know” we have to and will do 
better. 

 
Derek Moriarty 
President 
 

 

 
CLASS ACTION 
While it is understood the majority of Old Fairbridgians are 
not part of the current Class Action, I believe it is pertinent 
to report briefly on the progress of the proceedings, 
especially following the most recent hearings in the 
Supreme Court on 14 March 2014 and 11 April 2014 and 
the subsequent rulings of the court. 
The historical nature of the Claim, being the first Class 
Action ever against The Commonwealth Government and 
the State Government, (and additionally against Fairbridge 
Foundation), has resulted in widespread media coverage 
around the world with television, radio and especially the 
tabloids providing regular updates. 
Although progress has been excruciatingly slow with the 
defendants using every legal avenue to draw the process 
out, we have, in the last two hearings, finally made some 
progress, albeit quite minor. 
Without going into too much detail, suffice to say that on 21 
February 2014, Justice J Garling ruled 1 – That the case 
could proceed as a Class Action, something the defendants 
had strongly opposed from day one, and 2 – That a request 
for an extension of time, (refer Statute of Limitations), by 
the representative claimants will be dealt with at the same 
time as the balance of the issues (including common 
questions). 
In brief, we, (the claimants), may have won the battle, but 
the war is far from over. 
The case was again before the court on 14 March 2014, the 
court made further orders to all parties, whereby notice of 
this claim has to be provided to all potential members who 
may not be aware of it. 
Practically speaking this will require Slater and Gordon to 
do a mail out, and also ordered Slater and Gordon to liaise 
with the Defendants, as to the content of the notice and 
how it is to be distributed. 
This claim is brought on behalf of an “open class”. This 
means that the people on whose behalf the claim is brought 
are bound by the claim, even if they have not consented to 
being involved. Because of this, the rules require the court 
to set a date by which anyone who does not wish to be part 

of the class action can “opt out”. This step will be dealt with 
at the same time as the notice. 
The matter returned to court on 11 April 2014, where further 
orders in relation to the above were made, with the next 
hearing date set down for 30th May 2014. Further details 
will be posted on the OFA-Molong website as they come to 
hand, subject to legal approval. 
 

 
 
ROYAL COMMISSION INTO CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE 
Like the above article The Royal Commission continues to 
receive widespread coverage in all forms of media, as well 
it should. 
In fact it has been mentioned on more than one occasion 
during hearings of the Class Action! 
On Monday 20 January 2014, Margaret and Barney Piercy, 
Robert Stephens, John Hennessey, (another former child 
migrant, ex the notorious Bindoon), and myself were invited 
to a meeting with Margaret Humphries and Ian Thwaites 
from The Child Migrants Trust (CMT). 
Margaret explained the reason for getting together was that 
they had a meeting scheduled for the next day with 
Commissioner McClellan, The Commission Chair, with a 
view to determining if The Commission could see the need 
for a case study under the banner of The Child Migrants, 
just as they have had major groups such as The Catholic 
Church, The Salvation Army and YMCA etc. 
We were invited to give our views on the matter and the 
general consensus was, most definitely. 
When one considers that, depending on which records you 
follow, there is no doubt that there were in the vicinity of 
10,000 child migrants from the UK and Malta spread across 
Australia including those who came under the one or two 
parent scheme adapted in the 1960’s. This scheme was 
abandoned in 1968. Without looking at how many child 
migrants altogether have received payments from the West 
Australian, Queensland, Tasmanian and South Australian 
redress schemes, we do know that at least 204 Old 
Fairbridgians from Fairbridge Pinjarra were successful in 
their claims.  
Given that Fairbridge hardly rates a mention when we hear 
some of these horrific claims from institutions such as 
Clontarf, Tardun, Castledare and the infamous Bindoon in 
WA alone, not to mention institutions in other States from 
which similar claims of abuse and brutality are repeated 
time and again, the numbers would certainly indicate a 
need for a case study/public hearing for child migrants.    
Unfortunately, we have not had any information regarding 
the outcome of the meeting with Commissioner McClellan 
from CMT but as soon as we hear anything we will get our 
Webmaster Brian to post it on the website. 
Incidentally, if anyone is interested, The Royal Commission 
has its own website and it is updated regularly, just go to: 
www.childabuseroyalcommission.gov.au for any 
information regarding hearings and relevant dates etc. It 
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also has links to all the different services and assistance 
available to anyone considering appearing at The 
Commission, be it either public or private.  There are all 
sorts of people available to help if you feel uncomfortable 
about telling your story, even putting it in writing. These 
include highly training Counsellors, in addition to many of 
the support organizations such as CLAN, Relationships 
Australia, Adults Surviving Child Abuse, Bravehearts, to 
name just a few. The general public are invited to attend 
any of the public hearings, with all the information needed 
on the website. 
For further details, feel free to call President Derek on 0429 
494 021. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
FROM THE SECRETARY’S DESK. 
It is indeed an honour to have been elected to serve as 
your Secretary of the OFA.  This was confirmed at the 
March 2014 AGM, held in Orange NSW. 
The support that I have had from President Derek and other 
members of the Committee has been outstanding. I must 
also acknowledge once again Laurie Field’s contribution to 

the OFA and his meticulous files that were handed over to 
me. Thank you Laurie. 
The Committee has had one meeting since the last 
newsletter in November 2013 this being in February 2014.  
Outcomes from this meeting resulted in a Sub Committee 
being formed to determine the status of the arte facts and 
most importantly the photographs held in the Molong 
Historical Museum. David Hill and Ian Bayliff met with the 
Committee of the Molong Museum in January 2014; the 
committee warmly received the representatives of the OFA 
and offered assistance wherever it could be given in 
relation to matters raised. David noted that the committee is 
comprised entirely of elderly members and this has to be a 
worry for the future of the Society. 
President Derek and myself met with Committee of the 
Molong Beautification Committee just prior to the Reunion. 
This committee as you know is responsible for the 
Fairbridge Remembrance Drive of Trees at Molong. This 
committee led by Angus Mc Donald is doing an outstanding 
job in caring for these trees, without I may add Council 
assistance, which I found surprising. Some 9 plaques were 
found to be missing after a survey in March 2014.  The 
donors of these trees will shortly be notified by the 
Secretary to determine their wishes as to their replacement. 
The Molong Committee recently replaced some missing 
trees costing $500. It was noted that some of the Prunus 
species are struggling and this may be due to the rocky 
ground that they are planted in. Janine the Treasure of the 
Committee together with Angus will closely monitor their 
progress. In contrast all the Golden Elms are thriving.  
I have to acknowledge the efforts in the past of John Harris 
in his work to ensure the continual ongoing success of this 
Remembrance Drive, John recently resigned from the 
committee, but his legacy will live on. John has also handed 
over all the files associated with this project to me.  Thank-
you John. 
At our February 2014 meeting David Hill proposed that 
some active Historical work be carried out for any 
remaining artifact’s still held by individuals. Jan Barby has 
offered to assist here. David unfortunately was unable to 
address the AGM on this matter due to a pressing personal 
matter, despite him paying for his ticket previously.  A 
special form is included in this newsletter to record any 
artifacts that you may possess. I cannot emphasize to you 
all the importance of this matter. 
It was also resolved at the March 2014 AGM that I write to 
the owners and the Carbone Council to determine the 
status of entry to the Farm School.  This matter as you 
know has been one of extreme frustration for OF”s wanting 
to visit the Farm School. Unofficially I believe that due to 
OH and Safety that future entry may not be possible. This 
has yet to be confirmed. 
David Hill at the meeting in February 2014 advised that he 
has been having a dialogue with an architect and historian 
with a view to sub divide and proclaim Nuffield Hall as an 
item of Heritage. This discussion of course is still in the very 
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early stages, it is evident however that the Hall is unsafe to 
enter, due to potential roof collapse. 

 
Brian Kirkby 
Secretary 
 

 

 
 
WEBSITE UPADATE – Oldfairbridgians.org 
This website had been up and running now for a little over 2 
years, it has been set up primarily for the all the OF”s who 
attended the Fairbridge Farm School at Molong. This was 
an initiative of the OFA committee, following a donation by 
David Hill.  The technical support for the site is done by 
Russell Wyatt in Norwich, UK. The site can be really called 
a Historical Site and as such, that really is its prime focus. 
The website has a Home page, Events, Vale, Contacts, 
Gallery and Fairbridge Tales. Rob Durose has due to work 
commitments advised that his section will be discontinued.  
Stories in Fairbridge Tales have been by many individuals. 
More recently a member of the public Ron Lord sent to 
David Hill a story on the De La Salle and the Fearsome 
Fairbridge Rugby Team. This story revived many memories 
and it is posted on the web with the permission of Ron. Our 
President Derek remembers the occasions well, 
commenting on the fitness and eagerness of the Fairbridge 
team to come to grips with the opposition, much to their 
alarm and cost. Afterwards of course meat pies were on 
offer.  Read the story. 
An additional category of History and Preservation will be 
added shortly to emphasize the importance of the historical 
component of this site. There is also a page for the updates 
on the Class Action court case. Our esteemed editor 
Margaret Piercy also posts all editions of the Newsletter. 
It’s pleasing to note that some listings on the Vale section 
are enabling some family members, mainly from overseas, 
to learn of the passing of relatives and to reconnect with 
other family members. Also members of the general public 
that have known OF”s say on properties on which they 
were employed have expressed interest and gratitude for 
the advice on the posting of their passing. 
The site has also enabled OF’s to express their varying 
views on the Fairbridge Scheme. Links on the site enable 
access to the Molong Historical Society, Fairbridge Canada 
and www.findandconnect.gov.au, which is a site for tracing 
family. 
More information is still sought for the Vale section, which 
contains 168 entries.  Some entries still contain only 2 to 3 
lines. Please assist here by posting on the site or emailing 
kirkby@senet.com.au any further information that you may 
have for deceased OF’s. 
 
Brian Kirkby 

 

TREASURERS REPORT 
Annual Subscriptions 

Members are advised that at the 2014 AGM, a proposal 
to increase the Annual Subscriptions from $8 to $10 was 
discussed. It was pointed out that the last increase was 
several years ago, actually in 2004, and that in order to 
stay aligned to rising costs, an increase was warranted. 
This was resolved in the affirmative. 
All OF’s and Associate Members will receive a 
Statement of Financial Standing with this Newsletter. 
Annual subscriptions, now $10 per year, which includes 
spouse, covers members from 1st July to 30th June each 
year. Members wishing to pay further ahead can do so 
and they would be most welcome. 
Please forward your remittance to: 
 
 Mrs Sandra Moriarty 
 Treasurer 
 Old Fairbridgians Association – Molong 
 46 Holborn Street 
 BERKELEY NSW 2506 
 
Sandra Moriarty 
Treasurer 
 
 

 
 

WELCOME WALL 
If any OFs are interested and wanting to have their name 
added to the Welcome Wall you will have to make 
application to the Maritime Museum at your own expense.  
For those OFs who have served in the Armed Forces and 
wish to have their name added to the Welcome Wall, they 
can contact Eva Warhurst through the Committee as there 
is funding for this project still available. Please address your 
correspondence to Eva through our Secretary Brian Kirkby. 
 
 

 
 
Submission to the Royal Commission into 
Institutional Responses to Child Sex Abuse 
Issues Paper No. 5 Civil Litigation from David Hill, 
April 2014 
1 This submission relates to Issues Paper No. 5 (‘Civil 
Litigation’) and No 6 (Redress Schemes) and the terms of 
reference that require the Royal Commission to inquire into 
what institutions and governments should do to address or 
alleviate the impact of past and future child sex abuse in 
institutional contexts, including and ensuring justice for 
victims. 
2. I am an interested individual and also the representative 
and advocate of a number of former child migrants who 
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were the victims of sexual abuse while at the Fairbridge 
Farm School at Molong that operated from 1938 and 1974. 
I was at the Farm School between the age of twelve and 
fifteen years of age and before that spent time in children’s 
institutions in England, including Barnardos Home in 
Barkingside, Essex. However, I am not making a 
submission or making any claim on my own behalf but as a 
public advocate of the former residents. I am also a 
member of the executive of the Old Fairbridgians 
Association. In 2007 I wrote a book about Fairbridge called 
The Forgotten Children and in 2010 participated in the 
production of a TV documentary titled The Long Way 
Home, which was shown on ABC TV. The book and the 
documentary told the story of some of the children’s 
experiences. 
3. In 2007 a number of former Fairbridge children made 
claims against the Fairbridge Foundation for abuse they 
had suffered at the school. After attempts to negotiate the 
matter failed the claimants brought a class action against 
the Fairbridge Foundation, the Federal Government and 
New South Wales State Government in 2009. 
4. The civil litigation has already been five years before the 
New South Wales Supreme Court. In the fourteen times 
that  the matter has been before the court only procedural 
matters have been dealt with, including arguments relating 
to further and better particulars, strike out applications, 
discovery, limitations, whether the matter can proceed as a 
class action, applications for the determination of separate 
questions, and the scheduling of all these matters. It was 
not until March 2014 that the court agreed the matter can 
proceed to a hearing. 
5. I am advised that the matter could take another five 
years, or even longer, depending on whether issues are 
appealed during the process. It is unlikely we will get a trial 
date until mid-2015 at the earliest, if the court proceedings 
go as planned and without further procedural disputes. The 
first trial will deal with the two lead claimants and will then 
be followed by trials for each of the other victims, dealing 
with issues specific to those victims, including limitations 
issues. 
6. Ten or more years to determine claims of sexual  abuse 
of children are, by any reasonable measure, totally 
unacceptable. 
7. Since the process started five of the original claimants 
have died. A number of others are in poor health.  Most are 
in their late 60’s and 70’s. Some are in their 80’s. 
8. The protracted nature of the proceedings is very 
distressing to many of the claimants, some of whom are 
contemplating withdrawing because they are finding the 
process too traumatic. 
9. This protracted civil litigation is extremely costly for all 
the participants, including taxpayers, as both the New 
South Wales and Commonwealth Governments are 
defendants. (The New South Wales Government has told 
the Supreme Court that the cost of discovering material 
required by the plaintiffs will cost in excess of $100 million) 

10. Even if it is a waste of resources, the defendants 
currently have the right to engage in this sort of protracted 
litigation. It is difficult to see what improvements might have 
been made to the civil litigation to produce an earlier 
resolution of the matter without denying the rights of the 
defendants. 
11. Even if the civil litigation proceeds to a point of a 
negotiated settlement there are concerns among the abuse 
victims about any confidentiality provisions that might 
attach to any negotiated settlement. For many a public 
apology and a public acknowledgement of the wrong that 
was done to them is very important. 
12. In 2011 I approached the relevant Commonwealth 
Government Minister and the relevant New South Wales 
Government Minister asking them to consider introducing 
an appropriate redress scheme as an alternative to the 
protracted and costly civil litigation. Both Ministers have 
since replied to say that their Governments propose to 
continue with the civil litigation. (Copies of the 
correspondence are available). 
13. In view of the above I submit that the Royal 
Commission should: 
(a) Note the civil litigation process has failed to produce a 
resolution of the claims of abuse within a reasonable time 
and at a reasonable cost. 
(b) Recommend the introduction of an appropriate redress 
system. The redress system should have the features 
proposed by Care Leavers Australia Network (Clan) in 
2010, including, accessibility to all, a quicker resolution of 
claims, fair and reasonable compensation, consistency of 
compensation payments that mistakes are admitted, and a 
sincere and meaningful apology offered. 
 
David Hill 
 

 
 
 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
Michael pass 
National Service 1955. 
Still trying to cope with the attentions of Mr Tepper, it was a 
blessed relief to receive my National Service call up. As 
Fairbridge had to sign the paperwork, Mr Tepper instructed 
me to plead ill health and seek a deferment. But I, though 
terrified at the prospect, was still exhilarated at the thought 
of 90 days away from the Beast and refused to do as I was 
told. 
So duly I received the travel warrant to travel from Orange 
to Ingleburn and 13 National Service Battalion. 
This was the first time I had travelled outside the influence 
of the Beast, emotions were flowing like water, I was 
frightened with the prospect of Army Life, excited at the 
beginning of a new adventure, wondering what would 
happen, afraid of failure and not knowing enough to help 
succeed. 
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The first few days were taken with medical, kitting out (here 
I learned I dressed “left” and stood like a pregnant cart 
horse). Then, came the weapons. The Lee Enfield .303 
rifle, it was heavy and seemed to have a mind of its own. 
Cleaning was a chore, after firing, the barrel was washed 
with boiling water, and the pull-throughs laden with 4 by 2 
soaked in the most evil smelling oil. The oil was a bugbear 
it got everywhere; it was especially fond of Blancoed 
webbing. 
I was assigned to 15 Platoon, Delta Company and was 
placed in a hut with 25 other soldiers. I had no idea what to 
expect and after the treatment afforded me at the hands of 
the Beast and his gang, I feared the worst. But nothing 
happened. Again, fearfully I learned showering with 49 
strangers, it was nothing like life in Brown or Green 
Cottage. Good natured ribbing about physical endowment 
was the norm. Being average I was overlooked fortunately. 
The drills and exercises were tiring, but I thrived and really 
tried hard. Being quite tall I became right front Marker when 
on parade eventually becoming the Battalion Marker when 
we marched with the other battalions 17 and 19 at 
Holdsworthy. 
Weapons’ training was enjoyable though I did find the Lee 
Enfield a pain in the shoulder. 
It was some time before I realised my shooting was poor. I 
thought it was my inexperience having only fired .22 rifles at 
Fairbridge. But one day I placed the rifle on the aiming 
stand and sighted on the target. Something told me to 
remove the bolt and look though the barrel, I found the 
sights were out and I was shooting to the right. The 
armourer came and adjusted the sights, my shooting 
improved 85%. I really liked the Owen gun and excelled 
with the Bren gun. I achieved the Battalion record of 9 out 
of 10 for live firing of the 2 inch mortar and scored 7 out of 
10 for the grenade. Hand to hand combat was a flop I was 
too light to throw many of the others. Sadly I was on leave 
on the week-end the Battalion fired the Vickers machine 
gun. 
All too soon the three months had passed and it was time 
for the three Battalions to hold the Passing Out parade at 
Holdsworthy. Then a return to reality. But I had, had a taste 
of freedom and craved more. But that is a story already 
told. 
Michael PASS. 

 
This article is posted on the website, and has  also 
been included in this Newsletter for those who do 
not  have internet access. 

Ron Lord recounts his memories of the fearsome Fairbridge 
Rugby Team. This story follows Ron reading David Hills 
book The Forgotten Children. (Editor) 

My sister and I were taken to Orange by my mother on the 
train when she packed everything up in Sydney and left my 

father in 1955. I was 12 and my sister, who still lives in 
Orange, was 11. My mother knew friends in Orange, and 
they put us up in a caravan in their backyard. My mother 
supported us with the “tips” she collected pulling beers in 
some of the local hotels. 

She enrolled me in De La Salle College (sixth class) in 
Summer Street and my sister at Santa Maria and insisted 
we were impeccably dressed in the school uniform 
including the cap/hat. 

On my first day at De La Salle, the brother/teacher 
embarrassed me by telling the class that I was from Sydney 
and came with a distinguished academic record (I don’t 
know what else my mother told him!) and that they’d better 
pull their socks up. 

Well that, together with the fact that I was the only properly 
attired kid, guaranteed me three fights that day with three-
man bully gangs – one at morning playtime, one at lunch 
time and one at afternoon playtime. I acquitted myself okay; 
they all backed down and backed off without laying a finger 
on me.. That firmly entrenched me with the rest of the 
class, whom these mini gangs had been constantly 
terrorising in the playground and “running” the handball 
court. 

My mother must have relented, and we were joined by my 
father, who left the police force and got a job has head of 
security at what was then known as Emmco, the biggest 
employer in town manufacturing a wide range of white 
goods. We subsequently, after many stops and starts, 
finished up in a three-bedroom fibro Housing Commission 
cottage in Kearney’s Drive, then on the edge of town in 
north Orange and adjacent to Perry Oval (named after a 
local alderman who lived close by and who was a strong 
campaigner for sports facilities). 

I progressed through secondary school and much to the 
delight of my parents and to my amazement, finished up in 
the Leaving Certificate class at De La Salle in 1960 as both 
Dux of the School and School Captain, notwithstanding our 
humble origins. 

I relate all this because in those years, whether at school or 
at St Joseph’s Catholic Church on Sundays, or in public 
conversation we never heard boo about Fairbridge Farm at 
Molong, a matter which later concerned me even more 
when stories such as yours started to emerge. My only 
encounter with Fairbridge Farm was on cold and wet 
Saturday afternoons at Perry Oval when the Fairbridge 
Farm bus (minus all windows) would roll up and “dump” its 
cargo of footballers. The Fairbridge boys were an 
undisciplined but enthusiastic team that hunted the ball in 
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an unstructured pack and tackled you en masse if you were 
unlucky enough to get in their way. 

At the end of the game, the bus would arrive and they 
would all pile in, cold, wet and covered in mud, for the drive 
back to the Farm. No after-match shower, not even a cold 
one, until they got home.  On the other hand, a couple of 
mates and I would cross the road to my place and have a 
delicious hot shower and something to eat. I have felt guilty 
about that ever since and often wondered why we couldn’t 
have invited them back to our homes to share that hot 
shower and clean-up, or why some other local community 
facility couldn’t have welcomed them in. 

After school, I turned down a Commonwealth Scholarship 
offering a university education, I think mainly because I’d 
had enough of “school” and my parents didn’t seem to be 
too whoops about it. Instead I applied for, and gained, a 
cadetship on the Central Western Daily. Once again, while 
meeting all manner of people and covering all manner of 
subjects, I scarcely heard a word about Fairbridge Farm, a 
fact which now astounds me. 

There was another place on the eastern edge of Orange 
which affected me as Fairbridge Farm had done. It was 
Croagh Patrick Orphanage, run by nuns with billowing white 
hats. We knew very little about them but they did have an 
annual “open day” which enabled townspeople to at least 
walk through the gate. I remember my football team helping 
the orphanage mark out a football field there, and I 
occasionally refereed a game decked out in the De La Salle 
football gear, which the kids loved! 

My sister played hockey with a team called Amazons, and 
they would be joined in the team by a few Fairbridge Farm 
girls, who, she recalls, would roll up in the same bus, or a 
truck with a tarpaulin over it. One of the Fairbridge Farm 
girls is mentioned in your book and there is a photograph of 
her. Her name is Gwen Miller, who remains a friend of my 
sister to this day. 

From the editor - Our President Derek was himself a keen 
and very able Ruby League player whilst at Fairbridge and 
also in his working life. He was also known to be a 
fearsome opponent on the field. He tells of how all the 
Fairbridge team got a hot pie, following the game, 
regardless if they won or not. A rare treat. 

 
GUY FAWKES AND FAIRBRIDGE FARM.  By Ron 
Sinclair. 
 
I became aware on November 5th this year that it was on 
Guy Fawkes Day 1953, I was transported, one might say, 
by well-intentioned but ultimately culpable British upper 

crust society to Botany Bay, a young convict whose only 
crime, you could say, was poverty.  
 
In essence I guess I was swept off the back streets of the 
Grimsby fish docks very much as depicted in the 1869 
cartoon by George Cruikshank in London’s Victoria and 
Albert Museum where gutter children so embarrassing to 
the upper class sensibility needed sweeping from sight and 
mind. 
 
So today, November the 5th is the 60th anniversary of my 
deportation to the Molong Fairbridge Farm School. In 
fairness, I must say FFS was better than Nauru where we 
are now all complicit in the inhumane treatment of those 
incarcerated for fleeing oppression.  
 
Marginally better, that is! 
 
I am sure it was never intended by the perpetrators of the 
crime of child migration that I would end up in a better land 
than the one I had no choice in leaving – an England in the 
grim, grey post-war days of the early 1950’s where, to 
invoke Shaw’s Pygmalion, one could be “condemned to the 
gutter by every (working class) syllable one should utter.” 
Oz took some adjusting to of course. But I think Australia is 
and remains a fundamentally better society than  England 
where class consciousness is woven into society’s very 
fabric. If you would like an example, consider the following: 
while working as a golf professional at Nigel Mansell’s golf 
course (Woodbury Park in Devonshire) in the 1990’s my 
son Anthony was accused by a wealthy Exeter snob of 
being “an Australian”! Some crime. Anthony had had the 
temerity to tell him – politely - he would have to wait his turn 
to get onto the course. To his credit Mansell (whose best 
friend was Greg Norman) confronted the man in question 
and told him where to go. 
 
As a child when first here I realised quickly, I was in a 
different place completely. The kids with whom I went to 
Orange High in the 1950’s, for example, did not give a 
bugger about where you came from or how much money 
your family might have. There was no side to them. After 
having to endure the suffocating snobbishness of an 
English Grammar School for a time before I was removed 
from the fish docks, I found Aussie kids so refreshingly 
decent and honest, more open than the clean, restrained, 
class -conscious English children at Wintringham Grammar, 
way over on the other side of town.  Unwittingly, they made 
me feel I had landed on an alien planet. 
 
So 60 years on and here’s to the wondrous Land of Oz  It’s 
not perfect. But, it’s not bad! 
 
I love youse all.   Ron. 
 

http://www.oldfairbridgians.org/


 

 

 

 
The Old Fairbridgians’ Association – Molong  www.oldfairbridgians.org    May 2014 

10 

Footnote:  The FFS issue is complex and not reducible to a 
few banal pro or anti Fairbridge simplicities. While not blind 
to what the place was like for too many kids there (including 
me) I am also not one to engage in outright condemnation, 
as I  hope I will eventually make clear, if I ever get my book 
written.  
 

PATRICIA SKIDMORE 
EDITOR/SECRETARY FAIRBRIDGE GAZETTE, 
CANADA 
I am reading the Old Fairbridgians Association Newsletter 
with great interest. 
I will pull out some of the highlights for our next Gazette to 
ensure all of our members are up to date. 
Our group held a reunion this past September – as they 
have every two years since, I believe, the early 1980’s. It 
has been decided to try to hold one every year now, as the 
population is aging and the opportunities to meet as a 
“Fairbridge family” will not always be there. 
I notice that the Rhodesian Fairbridgians are also in the 
midst of planning a reunion for this coming spring, to be 
held in Christchurch NZ. 
It is quite remarkable really to this of these three groups all 
organizing and preparing to met in the New Year! 
All the best, 
Pat Skidmore 
 

  
 

POET’S CORNER 
 
A short poem, first written in 1943 by an American named 
Peter “Dale” Wimbrow, and was titled “The Guy in The 
Glass”. It has had many adaptations over the years and this 
version is not quite how it was originally written, but the 
message is always the same ……. 
 

THE MAN IN THE MIRROR 
 
When you get what you want in your struggle for self 
And the world makes you king for a day. 
Then go to your mirror and look at yourself 
And see what that man has to say. 
 
For it isn’t your father, your mother or wife 
Whose judgment of you … you must pass. 
The fellow whose verdict counts most in your life, 
Is the guy staring back from the glass. 
 
He’s the man you must please, never mind all the rest, 
For he’s with you clear up to the end. 
And you’ve passed your most difficult and dangerous test 
When the man in the glass is your friend. 
 
You may be like another and chisel a plum, 

And think you’re a wonderful guy. 
But the man in the glass says you’re only a bum, 
If you can’t look him straight in the eye. 
 
You can fool the whole world, down the pathway of years, 
And get pats on the back as you pass. 
But the final reward will be heartache and tears 
If you’ve cheated the man in the glass. 
 

 
 
Remembering ….Eileen Morrow 
…”she had a deep love for God’s work and followed his 
ways” 
Article from Central Western Daily 
Eileen and her younger sister, Iris were amongst the early 
Fairbridgians who left their families, to travel from the UK to 
a promised new home and life in Australia and to the wide 
open spaces of Fairbridge Farm. 
In later years – Eileen married a local man, Noel Morrow. 
Eileen and her sister still had each other until Iris passed 
away some 10 years ago. Eileen became part of the 
Morrow family of Shields Lane. She was known in Molong 
as a smart, attractive and well-groomed woman who sewed 
beautiful clothing for local women. “She could make 
clothing without a pattern” said Jenny Oswald (nee 
McMahon) who with her sisters, wore many a beautiful 
gown made by Eileen. 
She was known to be a private person and when her 
marriage dissolved she lived alone in Edward Street – 
becoming a member of the Molong Baptist Church. 
Joy Bonus and her family became good friends of Eileen. 
“She was a dear friend to our family” said Joy. 
In later years Eileen moved to Orange to live. She became 
good friends with Pastor John and Ruth Wiggins who cared 
for her. She then became a resident of a nursing home in 
Orange where she remained until her passing. 
Eileen returned to Molong for her burial in the Molong Lawn 
Cemetery – overlooking the town which had become her 
home in Australia.  Now resting peacefully. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VALE 
 

It is with deep regret that we record the passing of: 
 

George Willam Torr of Cabulture on 3rd August 2013 
Marie Smethurst (Nee Bennett) on 12th December 2013 

Janet Wilcox in Tasmania on 14 February 2014 
Eileen Morrow (Nee Hill) on 19 February 2014 

Leslie Albert Robinson on 14 March 2014 
 

Our sincere condolences are afforded to all 
relatives and friends 
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