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IMPORTANT DATES 
 
Christmas Party   Sunday 7th December 2014 
     Main Clubhouse – 11:00am 
 
Annual General Meeting  Sunday 22 February 2015 
and Committee Elections 
 
 
Find and Connect Web Site: 

This web site is well worth reviewing for anyone wishing to undertake research with respect 
to Kingsley Fairbridge Farm School, Pinjarra.  

http://www.findandconnect.gov.au/ref/wa/bib/WP0000290.htm 
 
 

LIZ SMEATON(DIXON) AND ANN BELLAMY (COX)1959 TO 2014 

 
 
 
Hi all, Ann and I had a lovely day at my place at 
Woombye on the Sunshine Coast, QLD. Today was 
a very special time for us to catch up after 55 yrs , 
remember our time at Fairbridge and tell each other 
where we’ve been, how many kids , grandkids, great 
grandkids, what jobs we’ve had etc. In the two photos 
attached we were 15 and 70, time flies when you’re 
having fun. Just had to share a momentous occasion 
with you. Cheers Liz 
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FAIRBRIDGE TIE:  
 
The story is told; 
 
“The school tie had a symbolic stripe of red brown for the good 
earth and a stripe of yellow for the golden harvest of wheat.” 
 
Can you add any more information to this story? If so please quote 
your source. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OFA Member Frank Richardson at the Museum 

 
RETURN OF ITEMS BELONGING TO THE OFA 
It has been brought to our attention that there are possibly letters, 
photographs, keys, documents  and other items belonging to the 
Old Fairbridgians Association that are currently in the possession 
of individual members of the OFA. 
 
It would be appreciated that if you have any of these items in your 
possession, that do not personally belong to you, could you return 
them to the OFA as soon as possible. 
 
If you have any such items please contact us by email: fairbridgewa@gmail.com. 
 

ACROSS THE PRESIDENTS DESK 
With nearly 6 months passed since our AGM and the elections, Team 
2014 are to be congratulated on the achievements to date. In particular the 
effort that went into arranging Founder’s Day 2014, from the reports it was 

well received by all who attended. An article can be found later in my report. 
 
Frederick Phillip Sexton 

Mr. Sexton will be 100 years old on the 25th September 2014, and I am confident to suggest 
that this will be our first centurion. Mr. Sexton was at Kingsley Fairbridge Farm School 
Pinjarra, during the 1920’s and was billeted in Nelson Cottage. Upon leaving Fairbridge 
some of his more notable activities were: 

 Market gardener in the Wanneroo Road Board; 

 Chairman Wanneroo Road Board; 

Mr. Sexton lives in Queensland, one daughter also lives in Queensland and the other 
daughter in Western Australia. 
It is my understanding that Mr. Sexton will be the recipient of congratulatory letters from: 

 Her Majesty the Queen; 

 Prime Minister of Australia; 

 Governor General of Australia; 

 National President of the RSL, and  

 And of course your own Old Fairbridgians Association. 

There could be others of course, which I am sure will just make the day more memorable.  
On good advice, I believe the families are getting together on this day to have a celebration 
– would be interesting to see the size of the cake. And should the families elect to light the 
candles they might need to obtain a permit from the local authority. 
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The source of this information has come as an outcome of an item placed in The West 
Australian on a Monday some many months ago. Mr. Sexton’s daughter, Trish read the 
article and made contact with the Old Fairbridgians Association and well the rest is history. 
What a remarkable achievement for a Fairbridge Kid and it is great confidence to suggest 
the wishes of all “Fairbridge Kids” and OFA members will be with Mr. Sexton on this his very 
special day. 
I understand we have a similar event happening next year and possibly 2017. Exciting times 
ahead for some truly “Old” Fairbridgians. 
Founders Day 2014 
As is traditional, a number of OFA members travelled to Fairbridge on the 18th April, with the 
intent of being on hand to set up, adjust previously discussed plans in the event of “failure to 
supply” and just to ensure the event planned for Sunday 20th July would be a memorable 
event. Events of this magnitude are always challenging – and the committee met the 
challenge. 

However, having suggested the program went off without a 
hitch, is questionable, we were certainly not prepared for the 
downpour that happened on the Saturday night, and the failure 
of our florist to deliver wreaths caused great concern.  
Fortunately “the ladies” came to the rescue and were observed 
nomadically wandering round the gardens of Fairbridge House, 
under cover of darkness and many multi-coloured umbrellas, 
picking flowers and creating wreaths. What a wonderful job, the 
wreaths were absolutely wonderful. (see picture on left) 
Thank you Lynne and your team, what a great effort. 
 
 
 
 
 

Wreath laying 2014 
 

Another tradition – Lois ringing the bell, not once but twice, what a remarkable achievement 
and for those of you who were selected to ring the church bell on a cold Sunday morning all 
those many years ago would most surely understand the energy and timing this task 

requires. Well done Lois, are you available for next year?   
On Sunday 20th July, approximately 70 people attended the 
service and another 40 plus joined us for lunch, the traditional 
auction and much chin wagging. 
The auction was well attended, probably the highlight being the 
auction of a painting, in oil, of the chapel. The new owner of the 
painting is Mr. George Gordon, as we understand the purchase 
was made on his behalf, by his daughters Paige and Parry. Thank 
you, Paige and Parry for your support of the OFA it is very much 
appreciated.   

I am confident in suggesting that Founders Day 2014 was a day where old friendships were 
reignited, harmony was evident, laughter was loud, exchanging of tales of the old days was 
more than evident, and much more. 
Membership 
Last month after suggesting “situation that has become evident there has been a disturbing 
reduction in our membership” we have experienced a significant increase in Old Fairbridge 
Association membership. If you know a “Fairbridge Kid” who was a member in times past 
please suggest to them they look on the web site, where there is the capacity to renew 
membership.  
Your annual fees are contributions towards the running of the OFA, Newsletters and the 3 
annual functions: 

1. Anzac Commemorative Service 
2. Founders Day, and 
3. Xmas Function. 

 



At Founders Day and Xmas function the committee conduct auctions which are always very 
popular.  
And the Collection conducted in the chapel on Founders Day provides further income. This 
year the money collected will be a contribution to restoring the beautiful organ, which I 
understand has been inoperable for many years. 
Chapel Organ – Restoration  
I am sure you have read previous issues of our newsletter where the 2014 Committee 
identified a project for this year “move forward with the restoration of the organ in the 
Fairbridge Chapel”. For those of you whose memories are rather clouded the inside of the 
chapel has not changed very much since construction was completed in the early 1900’s.   

The history of the chapel organ is rather convoluted; 
in fact the organ was built in the USA. From the USA 
it was shipped to England and from all accounts 
ended up in a pub. Early in the 19th Century it was 
once again shipped to another destination and on 
this occasion the final destination was Kingsley 
Fairbridge Farm School, Pinjarra, WA. And from all 
accounts that is where it will stay. 
My personal memories of this magnificent music 
piece, was the tone of the music that Ms 
Featherstone was able to extract from this beautiful 

piece of equipment, accompanied by the choir. I am sure many of you can remember Larry 
Davis, William (Billy) Stokes, Roy Maunders, Malcolm Harding, Terry Savory and might it be 
pertinent to suggest Patricia Davis and other girls were in the choir (apologies for missing 
out others my memory is not as good as it was). Well the challenge we have is to raise the 
money to have this wonderful piece of equipment restored to its former glory.   
Chapel Organ Restoration - Appeal for Donations 
The cost of restoration including GST     $11500.00 
To date the amount raised – from numerous sources amounts to:   $  4500.00 
Promised donations yet to be collected      $  2000.00 
The Challenge – To make a dent in the shortfall – currently it is    $  4500.00 
Donations can be made by cheque or EFT (internet banking required) BSB 633 000 Account 
No 149550188 – Bendigo Bank. For those of you paying by cheque – mark the back Organ 
Restoration and for those paying using EFT, Reference Organ Restoration. 
 
Peter Harding’s Book “Apology Accepted”. 
 
These books should be available in the next 21 Days. Should you like a copy held for you 
please contact us on the email address. 
 
VALE 
Hilda Cousins nee Green – Hilda was in Clive 
Ted Collins 
Ernest Millington – Ernest was in Nelson 
 
Thank you to those people who informed the OFA of the passing of the above Old 
Fairbridgian’s. 
 
QUOTE OF THE DAY 
 

Knowledge is knowing a tomato is a fruit. 
Wisdom is not putting it in a fruit salad. 

 


