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MOLONG 
 

 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
President: 
Derek Moriarty - 46 Holborn Street, Berkeley 2506 
Ph: (02) 4271 1417 
Email: sharky51@bigpond.com 
 
Vice President: 
Gwen Cole - 2 Eloc Place, Orange 2800 
Ph (02) 6362 8496 
Email: gcole5@bigpond.com 
 
Secretary: 
Brian Kirkby – 109/1-25 Captain Robertson Ave, 
Golden Grove 5125 
Ph: 0412 501 137 
Email: Kirkby@Senet.com.au 
 
Treasurer: 
Sandra Moriarty – 46 Holborn Street, Berkeley 2506 
Ph: (02) 4271 1417 
Email: sharky51@bigpond.com  
 
 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
Margaret Piercy – 23 Colson Cres, Werrington County 
2747 Ph (02 9833 7181 
Email: bernard.piercy@optusnet.com.au 
 
Barney Piercy - 23 Colson Crescent, Werrington 
County 2747 Ph: (02) 9833 7181 
Email: bernard.piercy@optusnet.com.au 
 
David Hill – 107 Clovelly Rd, Randwick 2031 
Ph: (02) 9399 9902 
Email: davidhill04@optusnet.au 
 
Janet Barby – 40 Coombes Place, Orange 2800 
Ph: (02) 6360 4343 
Email: janbarby@bigpond.com 
 
Peter Bennett – 3 Wolaroi Cres, Revesby 2212 
Ph: (02) 9771 3056 
Email: peter.bennett8@bigpon.com 
 
Ian Dean 
167 Rifle Range Rd, Bligh Park 2756 
Ph: (02) 4572 0008 
 
Keith Field 
40 Oakley Cres, Christchurch 4 NZ 

Email: keith.field@paradise.net.au 
 
David Kinsella 
4/13 Lewisham Rd, Windsor 3181 
Ph: (03) 9533 7032 
Email: david.kinsella@live.com.au 
 
Dennis Piercy 
32 Symphony Ave, Strathpine 4500 
Ph: (07) 3881 0412 
Email: dp216263@bigpond.com 
 
Caryl Sharp 
“Littlevale” RMB 1132 Woodehouselee Rd, Goulburn 
2580 
Ph: (02) 4843 2225 
Email: caryl.sharp1@bigpond.com 
 

AREA REPRESENTATIVES 
New South Wales 
Dennis Silver - 25 Redwood Street, Coffs Harbour 
2450 
Ph: (02) 6651 6278 
Email: dsilver@westnet.com.au 
Queensland 
Mary O’Brien – 2186/9 Ferney Ave, Surfers Paradise 
4217 
Ph: (07) 5570 2218 
Email: queenslanders@ozemail.com.au 
South Australia 
Brian Kirkby – 109/1-25 Captain Robertson Ave, 
Golden Grove 5125 
Ph: 0412 501 137 
Email: Kirkby@Senet.com.au 
Western Australia 
Mike Walker - 159 Carmel Road, Carmel 6076  
Ph (08) 9293 5008 
Email: walk.even20@gmail.com 
 

New Zealand 
Jane Oakes - 66 Snell Drive, Fairfield, Hamilton, New 
Zealand Ph (0011) 64 7 855 2453 
Email: bigandsibs@xtra.co.nz 

 
United Kingdom 
Ray Tate – 178 Bell Lane, Kesgrave, Ipswich, Suffolk 
1P57 1NB England  
Ph: 01473 622 187 
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NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
Margaret Piercy - 23 Colson Crescent, Werrington 
County 2747 Ph: (02) 9833 7181 
Email: bernard.piercy@optusnet.com.au 
 

FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK 
You may have noticed that this edition of the 
newsletter is running a little late and wondering 
has the November newsletter become the 
December newsletter. It is due to a bit of ill health 
of both our President Derek Moriarty and myself 
as well as a computer glitch that has set us back 
a little this time. 
This edition brings you our usual reports from the 
President, Secretary and Treasurer as well as a 
note from the Child Migrants Trust, with the 
letters to the editor and area reps reports. 
We have a substantial article on Vernon Foley 
who attended the Farm School as well.  
Attached to the back of the article is a 
photograph of two boys milking a cow. If anyone 
can name the boy with bare feet please contact 
our Secretary Brian Kirkby. 
The last attachment is the annual financial report 
for July 2013 to June 2014. 
I would now like to wish you all a very merry and 
safe Christmas and a happy and healthy 2015. 
 
Ed 
 
 

 
 
 
PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

Hello once again to all OF's, Associate 
Members, families and friends. 

 
While it seems like barely yesterday that I 
wrote my last report, I am reminded how 
quickly "time flies", especially as we 
approach "middle age", which of course 
many of us are! 

Having not enjoyed the best health wise 
lately, including a spell in Wollongong 
hospital for 10 days while they conducted 
every test known to man, I was reminded 
how good it feels to not have anything 
wrong with you! As someone once said, 
"Enjoy every day as though it's your last, 

'cause one day it will be". Incidentally the 
Dr's have assured me, finally, that I should 
make a full recovery. 
 
What they first thought was a stroke turned 
out to be "Bell's Palsy", while the other 
problem, and the one that caused me un-
imaginable pain, is a trapped nerve in the 
base of my neck. Hopefully cortisone 
injections will rectify the situation. To those 
OF's who called to wish me well, your 
thoughts were much appreciated. 
 
While our Newsletters are designed to 
keep our Members informed of any and all 
items of interest to OF's, Associate 
Members, and families, inevitably we will 
print information which may not be of 
interest to everyone, but may also be 
considered offensive to some. For instance, 
information re The Class Action and The 
Royal Commission into Sexual Abuse of 
Children are two examples. 
 
Margaret Piercy, our current Newsletter 
Editor, ultimately sets up the Newsletter 
and in doing so spends many, many hours 
going through the material, including any 
and all contributions from Members, 
before giving her approval to a final draft. 
From time to time Margaret has felt the 
need to refer items to the Committee 
before including them, as I believe any 
good Editor would. 

As we all know, you can please some of the 
people some of the time but you can't please 
all of the people all of the time. 

What your Committee, and especially our 
Editor Margaret, try to do, is pass on the 
information we are given via our bi-annual 
Newsletters. In doing so we are ever mindful 
of people's rights and feelings, and while we 
continuously ask for  contributions  from our 
members we have not, to my knowledge, ever  
included articles which are a direct attack on a 
person or persons, be they Old Fairbridgians 
or not. 

 
Good news from The Child Migrants Trust 
for those who may not be aware. The British 

http://www.oldfairbridgians.org/
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Government has announced they are 
extending the Family Restoration Fund for a 
further two years, to March 2017!  

 

The Government's full press release can be 
found on the Trust's website at:  
www.childmigrantstrust.com  

 
We are reminding everyone that you are entitled 
to two trips under the Fund’s regulations so our 
advice is to get your applications in if you have 
only had the one trip. 
All details are available at: 
htpp://www.childmigrantstrust
.com/services/family 
restoration-fund. 

 
In closing, to OF's not enjoying the best of 
health, we wish you well. On behalf of your 
Executive Committee, I wish all OF's and families 
a very merry Xmas and may 2015 be kind to 
you. 
 
Derek Moriarty 
President 
 
 

 
 
 
FROM THE SECRETARY’S DESK 
It has been an honour to serve in the position 
since you appointed me back in March 2014. I 
have found the duties most enjoyable. Thank you 
for your confidence in me. 
 
The Committee has not had any meetings since 
the Newsletter going to press. However one is 
scheduled for the 30th November 2014 at David 
Hill’s residence in Sydney. Thank you David.  
 
It was pleasing to note that five new committee 
members nominated at the AGM. These being 
David Kinsella, Dennis Piercy, Ian Dean, Keith 
Field, and Caryl Sharpe. 
 
The Remembrance Drive of Trees at Molong is 
always on our radar and both Derek and I have 
received emails from Angus McDonald from the 
Molong Beautification Committee, on the 

progress in the maintenance of this Drive. Angus 
comments that the trees in the drive are being 
kept beautifully mown and tidy. The trees have 
looked spectacular this year due to the good 
rains. Also there have many favorable comments 
by visitors and residents of Molong. Angus also 
commented that the 2 signs at either end of the 
drive would be repainted this spring. A rogue 
Wattle tree on the southern end of the drive will 
also be removed. 
 
On a further note regarding the plaques on the 
Drive, it has been determined by myself that 
there are 9 plaques missing. I will be contacting 
the sponsors for these missing tree plaques. This 
matter however needs to be put to the committee 
in late November though for discussion. 
 
It is also pleasing to note that we have 
established close contact with the Old 
Fairbridgians Assoc. of WA.  I hope to attend one 
of their committee meetings as a guest in 2015.   
 
I look forward to meeting you all at the AGM in 
Orange 8th March 2014.  
 
Brian Kirkby 
Secretary 
 
ADDRESS LIST. 
 
Addresses known  220 
Known deceased   175 
OF Resignations.        5 
Other Members –  
Associates        45 
 
VALE. The following members have passed 
away since the last AGM in 2013: 
 
Dyson-Holland, Patrick at Dubbo NSW 
 04.04.2013 
Gillies Edwin Victor  (Ted ) at Parkes. NSW 
 21.08.2013 
Gillies Shona   Edwina (Notified in 2013) 
 11.01.2009 
Smethurst Marie ( Nee Bennett) at Ourimbah. 
NSW 11.12.2013 
Torr, George William, at Caboolture. QLD 
 03.08.2013 

http://www.oldfairbridgians.org/
http://www.childmigrantstrust.com/
http://www.childmigrantstrust.com/services/family
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Morrow, Eileen Morgan (Nee Hill) in Orange 
 19.02. 2014 
Wilcox Janet  in Tasmania   
 14.02.2014 
 
Brian Kirkby 
Secretary 
WEBSITE UPDATE OLDFAIRBRIDGIANS.ORG 
This web site of ours can be really called a 
historical site, and that really is its prime focus.  
Although in the last few months I have received 4 
enquiries from overseas, from members of the 
public who had befriended Old Fairbridgians in 
the 50’s and 60‘s.  One notable enquiry resulted 
in full-scale history on the life of Vernon Foley 
(1939) being sent to us from the Station owner’s 
daughter whose parents ran a farm near 
Wellington, Vernon went there on his first job in 
1944. It is quite an extraordinary event to happen 
from a member of the public. The full story 
appears in the Newsletter. 
 
The website has a Home page, Events, Vale, 
Contacts, Gallery and Fairbridge Tales. It should 
be noted that the Vale section is constantly 
updated as information comes to hand. A 
category of History and Preservation has recently 
been added. There is also a page for the updates 
on the Class Action court case. Our esteemed 
editor Margaret Piercy also posts all editions of 
the Newsletter. 
 
Links on the site enable access to the Molong 
Historical Society, Fairbridge Canada and at 
www.findandconnect.gov.au which is a site for 
tracing family. A more recent link to Fairbridge 
Pinjarra has been added.  
 
Some recent entries on Facebook regarding the 
Pinjarra school is in my view quite distasteful, I 
have commented back that the entries although 
valid to author are a disgrace to the memory of 
Kingsley Fairbridge. Some of you may be aware 
of what I am referring too. 
 
More information is still sought for the Vale 
section; some entries still contain only 2 to 3 
lines. Please assist here by posting on the site or 
emailing kirkby@senet.com.au with any further 
information that you may have for deceased 
OF’s. 

 
Brian Kirkby 
Webmaster. 
 
 
NOTICE OF MEETING –OLD  FAIRBRIDGIANS 
ASSOC . 77TH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
8th MARCH 2015. 
Notice is given that the 77th Annual General 
Meeting of the Old Fairbridgians Association will 
be held at the Orange Ex-Services Club Ltd. 
Anson St, Orange NSW on Sunday 8th March 
2015, commencing at 10.30am. 
 
The business of the meeting will be as follows. 
 

 To confirm the Minutes of the 76th Annual 
General Meeting, March 2014. 

 To receive and confirm the Annual 
Financial Report for 2013/ 2014. 

 To appoint an Honorary Auditor for 2014/ 
2015. 

 To conduct any other business matters 
allowable under the Constitution of the 
OFA for an Annual General Meeting. 

 
It should be noted that only financial, Honorary or 
Life Members are allowed to register a vote at the 
AGM.  
 
By order of the Executive Committee Old 
Fairbridgians Association  - Molong. NSW. 
 
Brian Kirkby 
Secretary. 
 
 

 
 
 
TREASURERS REPORT 
The financial report for the year 1st July 2013 to 
30th June 2014 is attached to this newsletter. 
 
Annual Subscriptions 
At the 76th AGM on 9th March 2014 a 
recommendation for your Committee to increase 
the fees from $8.00 to $10.00 was accepted and 
approved. 

http://www.oldfairbridgians.org/
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mailto:kirkby@senet.com.au


 

 

 

 
The Old Fairbridgians’ Association – Molong www.oldfairbridgians.org            November 2014 

6 

All OF’s and Associate members received a 
statement of Financial Standing with the May 
2014 newsletter. 
In the meantime if you would like to pay your 
subs further ahead you can and they would be 
welcome. 
Annual subs are now $10.00 per year, (including 
spouse), and covers you from 1st July to 30th 
June each year. 
You may forward your remittance to me as 
follows: 
 

Sandra Moriarty 
Treasurer 
Old Fairbridgians Association – Molong 
46 Holborn Street 
BERKELEY NSW 2506 
 

Sandra Moriarty 
Treasurer 
 

 
 
 
FAMILY RESTORATION FUND – Child 
Migrants Trust 
I am writing to let you know the British 
Government announced today they are extending 
the Family Restoration Fund a further two years 
to March 2017. The Government's full press 
release can be found on the Trust's website at 
www.childmigrantstrust.com  
 
Applications to the Family Restoration Fund can 
be made by telephoning or emailing any of the 
Trust's offices in the UK or Australia, or by 
downloading the application form from the Trust's 
website at 
http://www.childmigrantstrust.com/services/family
-restoration-fund  
regards, 
 
Ian Thwaites  
Assistant Director  
Child Migrants Trust 
 
 

 
 
 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
Jacinta Otto (widow of Anthony Wilkes) 
I have made a Facebook page for the kids, family 
and friends from Fairbridge Molong NSW. Please 
email me at jacintaotto@gmail.com for more 
details. 
Jacinta 
John Wright 
I am a Freelance writer in the UK. I would like to 
contact any former Child Migrants from Northern 
Ireland for possible inclusion in the publication of 
a book of stories about the Irish abroad. I used to 
live in Tasmania where I started writing for 
various British and Irish publications; this was 
before I moved to the UK with my family. Please 
contact me at jgwright@mail.com or +44 1608 
811 242. 
Many Thanks John Wright. 

 
Brian Kirkby 
An old friend of Malcolm Gunn is requesting 
information on the late Malcolm and his brother 
Michael. As you know the Gunn brothers were 
responsible for the Murals in Nuffield Hall.  
Please email kirkby@senet.com.au if you have 
any information 
Thanks Brian 
 
Mai Findlay 
I knew Malcolm Gunn in 1952/53. We were both 
on the SS Chitral which left England, UK in 
December 1952 and arrived in Sydney, NSW on 
26th January 1953. Malcolm and I were 
'sweethearts' on the Chitral - all very chaste and 
pure, I might add. 
 
When the Chitral arrived in Sydney, he and his 
twin brother, Michael, went off to Molong and I 
(with Dr. Barnardo's Homes) went to Burwood, 
NSW. We couldn't keep in touch, but when I went 
out to work as a Mother's Help on a Sheepstation 
near Tullamore, NSW, I phoned Malcolm - very 
shyly, and we spoke. Later, he wrote to me and 
sent me a small photo of himself, which I still 
have and I sent him one of me. He mentioned in 
his letter that Michael had had rheumatic fever. 
We lost touch but I have often thought about him 
and wondered how he and Michael fared.  
 
I decided to do a bit of research (I'm not very 
computer literate) and was surprised and 

http://www.oldfairbridgians.org/
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saddened to learn that both Malcolm and Michael 
are no longer alive. 
 
As I've mentioned, I'm not an Old Fairbridgian, 
I'm an Old Barnardo Girl but I hope that won't 
matter too much. 
Regards Mai Findlay 
Brian Kirkby 
Julie Jones from the UK is trying to trace 2 long 
lost relatives. Julie has some paper work that 
indicates that Edith and Irene Rollason were sent 
to Fairbridge Farm in 1938. The  OFA  has no 
record of the sisters arrival at the Farm School. 
Their arrival and what has happened to them is a 
mystery. Does anyone recall anything about two 
young girls - Edith and Irene arriving at Fairbridge 
Molong. 
 
Please contact Brian Kirkby on 
kirkby@senet.com.au  or 0412 501 137 if you 
can assist. 
 
Duncan Hamilton 
I was wondering if you could put me in touch with 
anyone who might have information on Eric 
Liddell McKerchar. I am writing a book about Eric 
Liddell and would like more details on his 
godson. I have seen the paragraph on the site 
that records his death.  Any help would be 
gratefully accepted. I can be contacted at the 
following email address: 
Endpapers@hotmail.com 
 
My kindest regards 
Duncan  
 
Sandy Rogers – Lady Northcote Association 
Inc. 
We are the Lady Northcote Association Inc. our 
membership includes people who lived at Lady 
Northcote Farm in Bacchus Marsh (now called 
Lady Northcote Recreation Camp) as well as 
friends and families. Some of your Fairbridgians 
were from here and we are in touch with some. 
We are restoring the last remaining original 
cottage out at Lady Northcote as a museum and I 
am compiling an eBook with details of all who 
went there to put in the cottage. We have 
completed the outside of the cottage and partially 
completed the inside as well. If any OF’s did 

attend Northcote you can contact me at: 
malcolm.rogers@bigpond.com  
Sandy 
 
 

  
 
 

Ha! Ha! Ha! 
Seniors Travel 

A Travel Agent looked up from his desk to see an 
old lady and an old gentleman peering in the 
shop window at the posters showing the 
glamorous destinations around the world.  The 
agent had a good week and the dejected couple 
looking in the window gave him a rare feeling of 
generosity. 

He called them into his shop, 'I know that on your 
pension you could never hope to have a holiday, 
so I am sending you off to a fabulous resort at my 
expense, and I won't take no for an answer.' 

He took them inside and asked his secretary to 
write two flight tickets and book them a room in a 
five star hotel. Then, as can be expected, they 
gladly accepted, and were off! About a month 
later the little old lady came in to his shop. 

'And how did you like your holiday?' he asked 
eagerly. 'The flight was exciting and the room 
was lovely,' she said.  'I've come to thank you, 
but one thing puzzled me. 

Who was that old bugger I had to share the room 
with?’ 

ACTUALLY, SOME OF US ASK THE SAME 
QUESTION EVERY MORNING! 
 
 
 

  
 
 
AREA REPRESENTATIVES’ REPORTS 
West Australia – Mike Walker 

http://www.oldfairbridgians.org/
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Earlier this year I visited Fairbridge Pinjarra at the 
invitation of the former secretary of their OFA 
Joan Buchanan and had a delightful couple of 
hours looking around their interesting museum. I 
was shown how the cataloguing system for items 
was used by fellow Fairbridgian and former State 
politician Mike Barnett. Each item is registered 
and given a code which is faithfully logged to 
keep track of it whether photo, or other item. 
The “INSIDE: LIFE IN CHILDREN’S HOMES 
AND INSTITUTIONS” finally arrived in WA and 
was on display at the Fremantle Maritime 
Museum for a few months. It was compiled by the 
National Museum during the former Labor 
Government. It includes the 2009 “Forgotten 
Australians and Former Child Migrants apology 
by then Prime Minister Kevin Rudd and 
supporting address by the Opposition Leader 
Malcom Turnbull. The film of this parliamentary 
event was shown in a small theatrette. I missed 
Mr Rudd’s speech but caught Malcolm Turnbull’s. 
He spoke very eloquently and seemed genuine in 
all he said. During the speech the camera 
showed the watching audience which included 
our own Len Magee, Peter Bennett and current 
OFA president Derek Moriarty. 
The actual exhibition showed small alcoves of life 
in many child institutions in Australia. A large 
board listed the many places where children had 
been incarcerated. I was amazed at the huge 
number of these places on a very long list. 
Everyday items on show were very touching. 
Many life stories repeated the routine, 
regimentation and discouragement of individuality 
by removal of personal items. One sign from a 
“Babies Home” announced “Visitors are 
requested not to touch the babies”. We were like 
those babies, not touched, abandoned to the 
rules and the regulation that must be obeyed. 
There wasn’t a lot of material from Fairbridge 
Molong but there was a bed on display. You 
remember yours I am sure. Steel framed wire 
meshed and raised at one end to avoid a pillow, 
we all slept on them- in my case for 10 years. I 
wondered, was that my actual bed from Brown 
Cottage where I slept just inside the dormitory 
door? I can still see the cottage mother’s door at 
the far end of the cottage as it opens and a 
gown-wearing woman glides unsteadily (she liked 
the sherry) towards the dormitory. A whispered 
“Here she comes!” then roll over to pretend to be 

asleep as she enters the room. She walks 
between the beds raving about how despicable 
and unworthy we all are and then announces 
“Now go to sleep!” before weaving her way back 
to her quarters. This was often repeated several 
times.  
But back to the exhibition. I was humbled by the 
adversity so many had suffered. We had it tough 
but many stories were stunningly cruel. And the 
cruellest things were the small personal 
keepsakes children had that were taken away 
when they arrived at the institution as though to 
make every child the same like peas in a pod, 
inanimate and unfeeling. “No-one to cuddle, to 
read us bedtime stories. No-one gave us an 
affectionate, Good night”, were two of many 
quotes. And from another: “I am now 82 years 
old. These memories remain very clear. What 
happened to our childhood? 
I could not contact Colin and Gail Harris when I 
rang and hope they are doing well. Alan and 
Lorraine Scotti are both going along happily. 
Grandchildren duties take up a lot of time and 
they went for a cruise through Asia recently.  
Brian and Cynthia Scott say they too are keeping 
as well as can be expected. That goes for us too. 
Had a meeting with Derek Moriarty recently, it 
was a quick stopover at the airport while he 
waited to get an international flight to Ireland. 
Only time for a coffee and chat and that was it. 
 
Regards 
Mike Walker 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

VALE 
 

It is with deep regret that we record the passing 
of: 

 
Vernon Foley passed away on the 20th July 

1993 
 

Our sincere condolences are afforded to all 
relatives and friends 
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VERNON FOLEY -- Fairbridge Farm boy by Warwick Grace 

David Hill, once Director of ABC, NSW, wrote 'Forgotten Children', 
a book of memoirs about being a 'Fairbridge Farm boy'.  His record 
of the experiences of children sent from Britain to Australia under 
the scheme does not make for comfortable reading.  The treatment 
of youngsters (not all orphans) is a later adaptation of the English 
mind-set toward the underprivileged, helpless and suspect, seen in 
'First' (1788) and later 'Fleets', Aboriginal subjugation and the 
'Dunera' story of detainees expelled in the Second World War.  
This brief account is of another Fairbridge boy with whom the 
Grace family shared their home. 

Vernon Foley came from England to Fairbridge Farm, Molong, 
possibly in the early 1940's.  In about 1945 he began work on 
Grace's small farm, 'Vale View', at Apsley, a 'whistle-stop' four 
miles south of Wellington.  His pay may have been subsidised, to 
encourage smaller landholders to provide employment.  Noel 
Grace employed Vernon as a labourer.  His training at Fairbridge 
did not equip him well for such work.  Noel found that he had to 
teach him many basics.  Vernon played the guitar and had a .22 
rifle amongst his few possessions.  He taught Warwick some basic 

chords, as a result of which he also played popular 'Western' songs of the period, like 'South of the Border', 'You 
are my Sunshine' and 'Lay me Down with my Stockwhip and Saddle' (mostly tear-jerkers).  The photo  by Vera 
Grace shows him as a Boy Scout in about 1946.   

A difficult neighbour tried to drive the Grace vehicle off the road at Apsley in January 1946.  Howard Hooker, 
who was driving, was a relative of the Grace's, who lived for some years with them on the farm, where he 
developed a poultry farm and constructed a cottage.  Howard wrote in a statement to Sergeant Kennedy of 
Wellington police: 'I am a shop assistant and employed by Mr Grace of above address... I was driving a motor 
lorry... from the Aboriginal Mission, or Town Common.  Mr Grace was a passenger alongside me, and Vernon 
Foley was riding on the back.  When approaching a rise on the road, on one side of which there is a gutter, a car 
coming in the opposite direction was travelling on its correct side.  As it approached us, it veered on to the centre 
of the road, not allowing me sufficient room to pass freely, with the result I was forced to drive the lorry off the 
edge of the road and almost into the gutter.  I did not hear the two vehicles touch.  As the car approached, I 
recognised the driver as Henry Taverner, whom I have known for at least 10 years.  The width of the road at the 
point referred to would have been about 14 feet.  I have held a driver’s licence for approximately 7 years and it is 
current.'  
In a separate interview with the Sergeant, Vernon Foley stated, 'I am a labourer and reside with Mr Grace at 
Apsley.  About 5 o’clock one evening late in January of this year, I was riding on a lorry driven by Howard 
Hooker, and we were about half way between our property and the river, when I saw a car coming in the 
opposite direction.  As it approached, I saw that it was being driven by Mr Harry Taverner of Apsley.  Our truck 

was on its correct side of the road.  The car was being 
driven on the centre of the road, and as he 
approached us we pulled over further to our left.  As 
he passed us, the mudguard of his car scraped the 
rear mudguard of our truck.  I looked around and saw 
him slow up.  He put his head out the side of the car 
and swore at us, and then continued on.  I have 
known Taverner for over 12 months; there is no doubt 
it was he who was driving the car'. 

In 1950, Vernon acted as Best Man at Howard's 
marriage to Doreen Wilson. 

 Wedding party Howard and Doreen Hooker, 
4/2/1950: 
 Vernon Foley, Best Man. Colleen Moore, Bridesmaid.  
 Kath Simmons, Flower Girl. 

Vernon later joined a local band.  He learned to play 

the saxophone as well as the guitar.  The Grace's moved to Wollongong in 1953.  Vernon left the farm to work at 
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the Co-operative Society in Wellington, where Howard was already employed, till about 1960.  Doreen felt sure 

that he went to board with Mrs Dave Wykes, mother of Elaine, Doug, Heather and Pat, in Wellington.   

Although his second wife, Val (writing from 57 
Dunalgan Ave, Woy Woy, 2256, in February 
1994), did not know much of his earlier period, 
she could recall that he also worked at the 
Burrendong Dam project.   
'He was then living with the Wykes family in 
Jean Street, Wellington (a photo at Vernon and 
Val's wedding shows Doug, Clarrie and Beulah 
Wykes).  He was also playing in a dance band 
at the local balls and dances (photo,  playing 
the saxophone).  He once told me that he also 
sang on the local (Dubbo) radio (2DU) with 
some friends.  In 1960 he moved to the Central 
Coast. He stayed with Joe and Heather 
(Wykes) Gibbons in Winifred Ave, Woy Woy.  
He built a couple of rooms on their house.  He 
eventually got a job with the Public Works for 
17 years, boarding with a Mrs Blake in 

Ettalong from 1961 till we married in 1968.   

'In 1961/62 (I’m not sure when) he had married a young lady from the 
local Baptist Church, who, it transpired, was pregnant to another man.  
That marriage only lasted seven months when his wife ran off to 
Queensland with the baby’s father.  When I met Vern in February ‘66 (on 
a bus going out to the Ronson Factory at Lane Cove) he was waiting for 
his divorce to come through.  When his divorce was finalised in 
September 1967 we became engaged (Vernon was 18 years older than 

Val, which caused 
him to hesitate).  We 
married in August 
1968, the service 
conducted by 
Captain Skinner of 
the Salvation Army 
( on left in photo).  
Our eldest daughter (Jo-Anne) was born in January 1971, 
and our youngest (Nichole) in December 1975.  We had a 
very good marriage, with the usual ups and downs. 

'Vern was retrenched in 1990 from the P.W.D. on medical 
grounds (he had an accident in 1970 and crushed three 

vertebrae in his lower back).  Vern being Vern, he didn’t give up; he took on more odd jobs to earn a bit extra to 
the pension, as well as the Central Coast dance band.  
'Jo-Anne was about to do her HSC and Nichole had just started High School.  In late ‘91 he gave up the music 
because the scene had changed so much.  Styles had changed, and he said he was getting too old to gad about 
the country-side late at night. 
'In April 1992 Vern went into Gosford Hospital to have his right Parotid gland removed (from just in front of the 
ear).  It turned out to be cancerous, but the doctors were optimistic.  In June he started six weeks intensive 
radiotherapy at the Mater Hospital in Crows Nest.  He became very ill part way through the therapy so they 
admitted him and did some tests including a kidney biopsy.  They found his kidneys were not working to full 
capacity, so they put him on a low protein diet, commenced therapy, and sent him home.' 
Val described how Vernon began to deteriorate, losing his co-ordination and concentration.  A change from the 
medication did not help.  Other treatments did not improve the situation, and Vernon became steadily more 
violent, tearing out his canula and destroying things at home.  On Val's angry demand to the doctors to 'do 
something', Vernon was scheduled to be sent to Royal Prince Alfred Hospital.  He had to be sedated to get him 
there by ambulance.  When Val visited on the following Saturday, Vernon was on dialysis, as his kidneys had 
failed completely.  'It took three days before Vern was able to recognise me or the girls.'  

 

 

Howard (left) and Vernon (second from right) at Wellington Co-op. 
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Allowed home after a month, he had to visit hospital twice a week for dialysis.  Then he had a mild heart attack 
while on the machine, and he was reassessed to have dialysis three times a week.  X-rays to check his heart 
showed lesions on his lungs; the prognosis was for at least two years.  Weakness was increasing; he had 
regular x-rays and CT Scans, and in March 1993 they were told that the cancer was accelerating.  Having 
discussed the issue with his family, he decided on 13th July to refuse any more dialysis.  On Friday 16th July he 
was admitted to Brisbane Waters Private Hospital, knowing he would not come out again alive. 

Sedation kept him comfortable; 'on Tuesday 20th he lapsed into a coma, had a heart attack, and passed on.  We 
were with him, and so were Heather and George Gibbons.  He went very peacefully and now he is in no more 
pain.  He was cremated on Friday 23rd July 1993.  I had almost 25 years of being married to a wonderful man.  
He wanted to make our 25th Anniversary but died five weeks short.  Val added, 'Thank you for the photos (of 
Vernon at Apsley, and as Best Man at Howard’s wedding) and for telling a little of Vern’s earlier life.  Val Foley.' 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The house at 'Vale View', Apsley, via Wellington,  
where Vernon spent some years with the Grace family. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fairbridge Farm, Molong – aerial view c. 1962 
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Photo of two boys and cow. 
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OLD FAIRBRIDGIANS’ ASSOCIATION –MOLONG 
 

 
BALANCE SHEET SHOWING INCOME AND EXPENDITURE—1st JULY, 2013 TO 30th JUNE, 2014. 
 
 
GENERAL ACCOUNT 
 
Balance of account as at 1st July, 2013                  $3079-17 
  
 
INCOME: 
*Annual Subscriptions and joining fees       $1542-00 
*Orange Photo Committee-(Account now closed)    $  547-92  
*Bank Interest              $      0-32 
*Interest Received on Fixed Term Deposit      $  122-60 
*75th Reunion ticket sales and raffle proceeds      $3455-00         $5667-84 

$8747.01 
 
 
EXPENDITURE: 
*Donations to :- 
*Honorarium- Daniel Moran- Hon Auditor      $   100-00 
*Newsletter Costs            $   786-50 
*Running Expenses- Postage (other than Newsletters, 
  Stationary, STD Telephone calls, Photocopying etc.   $   780-04 
*75th Reunion- hire of rooms, meals, raffle prizes etc   $2697-00 
*Bank Account Service Fees         $     59-25 

$4422-79 
  

Balance of Account 2111 00906920 as at 30th June 2014             $4324-22 
 
 
OFA PHOTO COMMITTEE  
*Account now closed- (Refer Income above) 
 
 
TERM DEPOSIT 
Account No. (062232) 50049016-CBA Warrawong NSW 
Interest earned for the year-$122-60 and transferred to General Account 
Re-invested on 8th March 2014 for six months @ 2.20% and due to  
Mature on 8th September, 2014                    $5000-00 
 
 
TOTAL FUNDS                        $9324.22 
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